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On Publication

We called this book The A-bomb Dome Speaks. Transcending words, looking, feeling the bonds of life, we are sending
Hiroshima’s truth out into the world, to the entire family of Earthlings. The greatest treasure we human beings have are love and
wisdom. We must make the fullest possible use of them.

We send messages from Hiroshima for the purpose of eliminating nuclear weapons and creating lasting world peace. Nuclear
weapons are the world’s greatest evil. We cannot coexist with them indefinitely. We must understand and accept this fact. We must
prioritize life and pursue a society in which all members live with smiles on their faces and hope in their hearts.

To that end, the Mayor of Hiroshima, the chairman of the Peace Culture Foundation, the previous chairman, and many others
offered their thoughts. School principals and students on the frontlines of peace education, from kindergartens to the Hiroshima
University Education Department educating the teachers of the future, helped to pass the spirit of the hibakusha and the baton of
life to the second and third generation hibakusha in the completion of this book. Our staff did the planning. The editing was done
by my grandson, a third-generation survivor. The English translation was by Steve Leeper. And in the back, we present 26 years of
peace activities and accomplishments.

It is true that an atomic bomb burned us badly, indiscriminately taking so many sacred lives, demolishing the city. Those who
survived suffered injuries deep in their cells and deep in their hearts. Their suffering continues to this day. However, we must
never forget the wondrous strength of those who got to their feet in the midst of despair. We must never forget that the peace we

enjoy today was painstakingly built by those who went before us.
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At 8:15 am., August 6, 1945, a single atomic bomb destroyed the entire city of Hiroshima and deprived countless innocent
people of their lives and futures, stalking the minds and bodies of the hibakusha until this day. The atomic bomb is an absolute evil
that should not exist on this earth.

The only wish of our hibakusha, who experienced the catastrophic damage and overcame unimaginable tragedy, is to realize a
peaceful world without nuclear weapons and war.

The hibakusha who can speak firsthand about that day continue to age, and the most important thing is for us now to learn in full
from them what they experienced and their desire for peace, and communicate these experiences to the next generation.

In this sense, Hiroshima—The A-bomb Dome Testifies, a collection of A-bomb testimonies and messages from those who have
deep feelings for A-bombed Hiroshima, communicates the truth of Hiroshima to future generations and makes it clear that we
have to create a world free from nuclear weapons, if even one day earlier.

It is my sincere hope that many around the world, especially young people, will read this book so that the circle of hope for both
the abolition of nuclear weapons and the earliest realization of world peace will expand, preventing tragedies by nuclear weapons

from ever being repeated on this earth again.

MATSUI Kazuki Mayor of Hiroshima
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Atomic Bomb Dome stands alone telling you the story without uttering a word.
You have listened so intensely. How has it touched your heart?

1945, August 6, at 8:15am. B29 Bomber, “Enola Gay”, dropped a bomb from
9600m above ground, containing around 50kg of enriched uranium divided into

two pieces, onto the human population, and then departed.

43 seconds later at around 600m above ground, one of the pieces of enriched
uranium was shot into another to create a critical mass. Only 1kg of enriched IN '%Fﬁ T7o9—=T 2 AT 47NV
uranium went through fission. It took only 1 millionth of a second. 16kT of its destructive power was released.

Lethal radiation near the speed of light immediately attacked Hiroshima.

The bomb with extreme heat and energy exploded and evaporated. It formed a huge fireball and released a massive shock wave
and heat ray that destroyed people and structures without mercy. Surface temperature of the ground at the epicenter rose up
to 4000 degrees Celsius. 3 minutes later mushroom clouds arose. 20 minutes later black rain started to pour. Fires broke out
everywhere and burned people alive.

Hiroshima became ruins. 140 thousand precious lives were lost.

Barely surviving, the Hibakusha’s lives were irreversibly altered. They went through days and days of harsh and unbearable
moments. With the torture of aftereffects and social discrimination, countless tears they dropped. Living through unbearable
sorrow, Hibakusha have arrived at an unshakable humanitarian conviction that “no one else shall ever again suffer as we have.”
And they have continued to appeal for the realization of a peaceful world without nuclear weapons.

Dear friend, precious messenger from the future! Inscribe into your heart this earnest appeal of Hiroshima. Strive to build a
peaceful world with rich bonds of friendship and live through a life worth living as a human being. Promise!

KOMIZO Yasuyoshi Chairperson of Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation
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Greek-Japanese Association Japanese Language Teacher Yoko Suzuki

All those who, in the summer heat, showed Hiroshima to the language course students that were visiting Japan and me, they were
people who had actually wandered in the unimaginable heat wave of that explosion. The students, after listening to everyone's
story and visiting the A-bombMuseum, after realizing the horror of nuclear weapons and standing before the burnt Dome, there
was nothing more in their hearts but a promise for world peace. Today, the world is more and more coming to an age where the
new generation finds it difficult to understand the bitter memories of war. I wish that the light of the prayer for peace that burns
in the hearts of all those who fold and send cranes to Hiroshima will never be extinguished and that it will be passed down to the
generations to come. The A-bomb Memorial Dome will forever continue to speak of the importance of peace to the children of the
future. And every year, as August 6th comes, the students who visited Hiroshima along with me, will be remembering the sky of
Hiroshima from the far away Greece. All the while, listening to the chime of peace that rings from Hiroshima to all over the world.

NO MORE HIROSHIMA=ITOTE XANAXIPOXIMA
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This monument was erected to comfort the souls of the many children who died in the atomic bombing, and especially the
soul of the girl Sadako Sasaki.She prayed that her leukemia would heal if she made a thousand paper cranes, but though she
kept on making crane after crane, her prayer went unanswered and she passed away. The monument further represents the
desire for peace, and was funded by contributions from schools all over Japan, with support also from the United Kingdom

and eight other countries.
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Monument in Memory of the Korean Victims of the A-bomb
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This was built to comfort the souls of the forced laborers and other Korean people who were

in Hiroshima and exposed to the bombing, and also expresses the wish that the tragedy of

the bombing will never be repeated. The monument was originally located at the west end

of the Honkawa-bashi Bridge, but was transferred inside the Peace Memorial Park in July

1999. Its base takes the shape of a turtle, and two dragons are carved on the crown at the top of its pillar.
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Message from Atlanta, USA

With Respect to Hiroe Sato

I translated this book as an expression of my respect, admiration and gratitude to Ms. Hiroe Sato and

her allies in HPS. A lot of people have good ideas. Not many focus all their ideas on peace, and even
fewer bring them into reality. When Ms. Sato gets an idea, it’s as good as done. She may have to bend
it and push it or jerk it around a bit, but it gets done, and done well. For 26 years, she has been doing Hiroshima People’s Peace
Gatherings. Ten years ago, she founded HPS International Volunteers. I’m not sure when she started serving people flowers to
offer the Cenotaph for the A-bomb Victims in Peace Park on New Year’s day, but I believe it was about three years ago when she
persuaded the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum to open up during New Year’s holiday. This is an amazing accomplishment.
The Museum has always been closed for the New Year’s holiday. It is not easy to persuade a museum to do something new, but
thanks to Ms. Sato, out-of-town visitors who arrive on those days no longer leave disappointed that the museum is closed.

Recently, Ms. Sato and her group have turned their attention to books. They decided that My Hiroshima by Junko Morimoto (who
lives in Australia and wrote in English) should be translated into Japanese. Then, they decided it should be published in a bilingual
format. Then they decided it should be placed in every hotel in Hiroshima. Next thing I know, they are creating a new book.

The book you are reading came from Ms. Sato’s experience working with the crews that clean and care for Peace Park. A lot of
the folks who do that work are hibakusha. They all bring a profound reverence to their work in the park, but most of them have
never spoken publicly about their experiences. Ms. Sato decided it was about time they should, so many of them did. And to help
you understand why she persuaded them, she added comments from young (elementary and junior high) students responding to
hibakusha talks and books. And all of this was accomplished in Ms. Sato’s hospital room, where she has lived for the past year
recovering from a heart attack that nearly took her from us.

Like Hiroe Sato herself, this book is raw and direct. It presents the thoughts and feelings of completely ordinary Hiroshima
residents, people who do not write or talk for a living. It is a window that offers a remarkably unfiltered glimpse into the soul of
Hiroshima. I hope you will be moved by what you see.

Now I will do what Ms. Sato asked me to do — talk about my activities. To me, there is nothing more important than raising
consciousness in Japan about the need move right now to outlaw nuclear weapons. To that end, I have started a video blog called
Peace News Japan, and I have a new book that came out in March. The book is called Japan Saves the World, and you can
download it in either Japanese or English or both from the Peace News Japan website (www.peacenewsjapan.com). I will add

below the opening paragraphs from the book to let you see what it is about:

The Olympian hero of a nuclear-free world

The Olympics are coming to Tokyo, and most Japanese are happy about it. The 1964 Olympics marked Japan’s recovery from
WWII and return to the global stage as a respected player. In 2020, many Japanese hope the Olympics will facilitate Japan’s
recovery from economic stagnation and the Tohoku triple disaster. My hope is that the Japanese will use the 2020 Olympics to
establish Japan as a hero nation of truly Olympian proportions. My fear is that epic tragedy awaits Japan and the entire human
family if the Japanese fail to take advantage of this spectacular opportunity.
Japan will be the most important country in the world between now and 2020.
That importance derives primarily from nuclear weapons, secondarily from
nuclear power. The threat of nuclear weapons is the easiest but most urgent
global problem confronting the human family between now and 2020, and
the country of Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Bikini Atoll (Lucky Dragon No. 5) and

Fukushima has a unique responsibility.

Ex-chairman Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation Steven Leeper
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Atomic Bomb Dome
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The violent blast and heat from the atomic bomb burnt almost all buildings within a 2 km radius

to the ground.Wooden buildings further than 2 km away were heavily damaged and 90% of the city’s
buildings were completely destroyed. After the bombing, buildings that were not fit for use were
cleared away and buildings that were repaired and in use for a short while were also demolished.
Because of this, citizens sought out the preservation of atomic bombed buildings and the City Council
passed a resolution that“the buildings should be preserved as a historical legacy for Hiroshima’s

citizens.”
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Cenotaph for the A-bomb Victims
(Memorial Monument forHiroshima,
City of Peace)
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This was erected to express the desire to rebuild Hiroshima as a City of Peace following its devastation by the first atomic bomb
in the world’s history. Astone chest inside the monument contains a Registry of A-bomb Victims recording the names of all
those, of any nationality, who have perished as aresult of exposure to the bombing. The present cenotaph is a remodeling ofthe

original arch-shaped reinforced concrete structure, which had deteriorated into a poor condition 32 years after construction. The

remodeling began in July 1984 and was completed on March 26, 1985.
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Memorial Tower to the Mobilized Students
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This was erected to comfort the souls of the approximately 10,000 students
including those who were mobilized for labor service and died from the ravages of
the war and atomic bomb victims. The twelve-meter high tower has five tiers that

widen out as they ascend and have a statue of the Goddess of Peace and eight doves

arranged on them. Lights dedicated to the dead adorn the central pillar.
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A-bombed Aogiri (sultan parasol trees )
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The sultan parasol trees at the Post and Telecommunications

Bureau were exposed to the A-bomb,1.5km from hypocenter.

They were transplanted to the Park in 1973, there survival being a

testimony to Nature.
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Memorial Monument for the Hiroshima
Municipal Commercial and Shipbuilding
Industry Schools
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Due to national policies, the Hiroshima Municipal Commercial School was changed into the Shipbuilding Industry School in

the closing phase of the war, and becamethe Hiroshima Municipal Commercial High School in the post-war period. An entire
contingent from the school which had been called out to demolish houses was killedwhen the bomb dropped. As the location was
close to the hypocenter, almost no remnants of the victims could be found; only a few lunch boxes and pieces of burntclothing
remained. This monument was erected in prayer for the repose of the souls of the students and workers whose lives were lost

forever.

LABMNT A
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A roof was crushed 170 meters from the A-bomb and the inside was reduced to ashes except damage. But the basic form of the

strong building In spite of neighborhood the hypocenter where there are few opening departments was safe.
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A-Bomb Monument to the Hiroshima Municipal Girls’
High School
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This monument is designed with the figure of a high school girl in her working uniform, representing one of the mobilized

students from the school who perished. She is guarded by a soul-solacing wreath and a dove symbolizing peace, which are
presented by companions on either side of her. The formula signifying nuclear energy is carved on the box she holds. The
monument was originally erected as a peace tower, because apan was then under the Allied Occupation and war memorials were

not permitted.

24. V) - Vo ) — P I Em
Monument in Memory of Dr. Marcel Junod
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Dr. Junod was a Swiss doctor who had come to this country as Chief Representative to Japan of the International Red Cross

Committee, in order to conduct investigations on the conditions of allied prisoners of war. On finding out the terrible destruction
caused by the atomic bomb, he immediately demanded aid from the General Headquarters of the Allied Forces, undertook
investigations of the injuries, procured medicines, and personally engaged in treatment. This monument was erected as a tribute to

the achievements of thisdoctor who exerted his utmost efforts for the relief of the atomic bomb victims.

8. WL AL (MY BFO 5L )

The gravestone which was bombed
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A lot of gravestones of Jisenji which was in a strongbomb blast were

blown off and were scattered.This grave ( 270 meters from the explosion center) left at the time of being bombed was of Okamoto

Kunai of the Asanos in Hiroshima.This graveyard just the ground at the time of being bombed in Peace Memorial Park,
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Atomic Bomb Memorial Mound
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This circular earthwork takes the form of an

imperial mausoleum of the Momoyama Period. WERI214E 7 A 52k U7 Bt s

A sorin ornament made of stone is set on its summit,

and in its interior are placed the ashes of several tens
of thousands of A-bomb victims. In the aftermathof the
bombing, the remains of countlesspeople were brought
here and cremated. Whenever they could be identified,
they have been immediately handed over to surviving
relatives. A memorial service is held here every year on

August 6.
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Monument of the A-bombed Teachers and Students of
National Elementary Schools
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As the war intensified, many children in urban areas were evacuated to
the countryside to avoid air raids. The exceptions were very young cildren,

who were left with their parents, and high school students, who were put to

work demolishing buildings. These children and students became victims
of the atomic bombing.This monument is a bronze statue of an A-bombed
female teacher holding a pupil in her arms, naked, and looking up at the sky with a desperate sadness. The pedestalis inscribed

with a tanka poem by Shinoe Shoda, an A-bomb poet.
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— 5 6 &= Translation of chapter 1, 2 and 4 —

Pictures of Abnormal Chromosomes Mitsuo Kodama

The abnormal chromosomes mentioned in the title were damaged by my exposure to the atomic bomb when I was 12 years old.
I was a first year student in junior high school (under the old system), a flat-roofed wooden building about 800 meters from the
hypocenter. Even 69 years after the bombing, the chromosome abnormalities remain consistent. This fact reveals the abnormal
state of chromosomes arising from the reproduction of the damaged chromosomes often found in survivors exposed at close range.
When chromosomes in the body’s 60 trillion cells are damaged by radiation, they never return to normal.

When I was 71, I was examined at the Radiation Effects Research Foundation on Hijiyama Hill. I was told at that time that my
chromosomes would never return to normal because, having been exposed at close range, my stem cells had been damaged by
intense radiation. I was also told that abnormal chromosomes can lead to cancer. Of the approximately 300 classmates who were
with me in school that day, only two of us are alive today. Only 19 of us recovered enough from radiation poisoning to go back
to school, and nearly all of those friends died early of leukemia or, later, from multiple cancers emerging in various organs. The
horror of multiple cancers is that they do not come from a single source that metastasizes. Various tissues that have been damaged
by radiation become cancerous independently. Several of my friends have had cancer surgery in more than one organ. Most of
them died from one of the multiple cancers caused by radiation. I have had 19 surgical procedures to remove cancer in organs or
from my skin, and I am still at high risk for recurrence.

Based on the chromosome image presented here, the experts at RERF estimate that I was exposed to a radiation dose of 4.6
grays (4.6 Sieverts), which is higher than the 50% lethal dose of 4 grays. Radiation dose is calculated based on distance from
the hypocenter and the structure of the building in which one is exposed. The school building I was in was a wooden, flat-roofed
structure from the Meiji Era. I am told that it had a shielding effect of 59%. The radiation on top of the building at 876 meters
from the hypocenter was 7.8 gray. Shielded 59% by the building, my dose was 4.6 gray. Some survivors who were very close to
the hypocenter survived if they were in a stone or a ferroconcrete building with a high shielding rate. However, the survival rate
for close-range survivors was only 3%. Thus, very few close-range survivors are left, and examples of publicly disclosed abnormal
chromosome images are extremely rare. I disclose mine because I want everyone to understand the permanent and inhumane
nature of the radiation effects of nuclear weapons and leaks from nuclear power plants. If the human family continues to allow the

nuclear industry to have its way, our future is seriously threatened.

Stop fighting wars; they hurt people Yoko Imada

“Those who suffer in war are not countries. They are not cities. They are people.”

These are the words of Floyd Schmoe, an American who believed the atomic bombing of Hiroshima was wrong and who gathered
people of goodwill and built 21 houses in Hiroshima.

I entered Hiroshima on my mother’s back on August 9. I was nearly two years old. I saw lots of people around me with keloids
or other scars of the bombing. I still remember an old woman whose fingers and face were twisted by burns. She was very nice to
me, but I was afraid of her. Now, I am filled with regret.

Radiation enters the body and destroys tissue. Though the effects cannot be seen from the outside, the body is disintegrating. Lots
of people were unable to work. Just as Schmoe said, war makes people suffer.

Right now on this planet there are 15,000 nuclear warheads ready to make people suffer the rest of their lives and even into
future generations. Human beings absolutely cannot coexist indefinitely with nuclear weapons. Let’s put our minds together and

build a planet where no one gets hurt in war and where people are glad to be born.



My A-bomb Experience and My Wish for Nuclear Weapons Abolition Shozo Hirai

After enduring many harsh years, the A-bomb Dome still appeals wordlessly to the people of the world. “Do not got to war! Get
rid of nuclear weapons! If you use them, the human race will perish! On that day, tens of thousands of people were burned black,
jumped in the rivers and died! Get all nuclear weapons off the face of the Earth as soon as you can!”Nothing is as stupid, cruel,
and meaningless as war. [ am a hibakusha who has seen clearly with my own eyes the horror and cruelty of nuclear weapons.

I was sixteen and had been mobilized to work in a military factory. I had worked the previous night and went to the home of
an old friend. That’s where I was when the A-bomb exploded. My own home was in Misasa-honmachi. My mother was at home
and badly injured. My father and brother were in the city and killed immediately. My friend’s house was partially destroyed,
but shocked by the dark cloud over Hiroshima, I hurried home. When I got to Shindobashi Bridge, I found the city burning
ferociously. There was no way I could get home. Many injured people were walking north on Highway 54. By pure luck, I met
my mother late the night of the 6th. That night, we passed near Furuichibashi Bridge. The next morning, we hurried into the city
to look for my father and brother. My house was completely burned. Nothing was left. The city center was hell on Earth. In Tera-
machi and Sorasaya-cho, all of the fire cisterns were full of corpses with their heads plunged into the water. At the west end of
Aioi Bridge was a pile of charred corpses. Corpses filled the Motoyasu River. Electric wires were broken and lying on the road.
Water was gushing from broken pipes. Heat and smoke were rising from the ground, which was covered with hot dirt, roof tiles,
and concrete rubble that made it hard to walk. When [ finally made it to Hatchobori, I found my father’s remains. His head was
above ground, but his body was buried in the hot earth. My brother probably died on his way to Sorasaya Shrine, where he had
been assigned to work. We never found a trace of him.

War can start from a tiny conflict. This is a lesson we have learned from history. I am 85, but I still worry about my health. As
a hibakusha, I want young people everywhere to know the following. War is absolutely evil. There is no such thing as a just war.
Any use of nuclear weapons will lead to the end of the human race. We must learn the truths of history. Believing in our collective
future we must dialogue from the heart and build peace. Each of us must raise our voice.

“No to war! We don’t need nuclear weapons! Let’s be friends! Let’s live in peace!”
Even if our individual voices are small and weak, we can work together and become a tremendous force. Little strokes fell great

oaks.

Sadako Sasaki's classmate Tomiko Kawano

“I want to live!” Sadako thought as she folded her thousand cranes.

“I have to get well quick so I can go back to school.” Sadako wanted to go on to junior high.

Sadako went to the nurses station, found her chart and copied onto a scrap of paper her white blood cell count. Having heard
that if her count went above 100,000 she would die, what could she have been thinking?I cannot help but feel the sanctity and
preciousness of life.

Sadako and I both experienced the atomic bombing. Sadako wanted to keep living, too. I have been kept alive. Carefully valuing
this reality, [ want to live to the full. At some point, I started to feel this way.

To make a peaceful world without war is the best thing we can do for Sadako and all those who died in the atomic bombing.
This is our mission.

I am a hibakusha, and we are getting fewer each year. By telling the story of Sadako, I will continue conveying the importance and
sacredness of life.

This is our cry.

This is our prayer.

For peace on Earth.

These “words of the heart” are inscribed in the pedestal under the Children’s A-bomb Monument, the only monument in
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park built with 10 or 20-yen contributions from children. The model for this monument was Sadako. I
was one of her classmates. I began 20 years ago conveying the sanctity of life and importance of peace to elementary school peace

studies classes and to pupils on field trips from other prefectures.
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Coming to Hiroshima as a bride Kimiko Kanemitsu

I was born in Pusan, Korea. I got married when I was 17, as arranged by my parents. In those days, you did what your parents
told you to do. My husband lived in Japan. On the day of the wedding, he came to Pusan, which is when I saw him for the first
time. He was quite handsome, and I was told he was 19 years old, so we said our vows and spent the next five days together. I
spoke only Korean and knew no Japanese. My husband could speak both languages. Even now I can’t read or write Japanese.

Thinking that the war might start and we would not be able to return to Japan, I went from Pusan to Shimonoseki. The ship was
small. I got terribly seasick, vomiting into the many sinks provided. When we got to our home in Minami Kannon, there were
five people living in a six-mat room (about 10x10 feet). Our room was a 3-mat room (6x6 feet) that was added on. However,
my mother-in-law was young and nice. I cannot express what it was like to live in Japan without being able to speak Japanese.
At meal times, someone would say, “Water, water,” and I would just stand there. My brother-in-law, who was only in 2nd grade,
kindly showed me. “This is water, and this is a cup.”

In December the year we got married, the war started. The next year, in 1942, our first son was born. Our second son was born
in May 1945. On August 6, after hanging out the wash, I was just putting our second son into the bath when I was assaulted by an
extremely powerful flash of light. I was surprised, so I lifted the baby out, holding him under his arms. In that instant, the roof flew
away, and our house collapsed. I wondered what could possibly have happened. Looking around I saw the diapers I had just hung
out scattered everywhere. I knew I had to get out of the ruins of the house, but when I got out, a sticky black rain began to fall.
Soon, I was all slimy. Then, I remembered our three-year-old son so I went to look for him. An old man from the neighborhood
said he was in the bomb shelter. I went there to find him. My husband worked in a lumberyard in Yokogawa. Just as he was about
to get into a truck, the tremendous flash enveloped him and burned him terribly over his whole body. His clothes were burned to
rags so he was naked. His grandmother, who was nearby, gave him some women’s workpants. His uncle gave him a shirt. Though
he was badly burned, he was lucid and able to get home. He went into the bomb shelter and lay there for three days. There was
nothing I could do for him, but we talked. He told me to leave him and go, but I couldn’t. I called for help. I heard there was a
doctor at the junior high school so I was going to take him there but his body had been melted. I couldn’t touch him, much less lift
him up. Feeling completely helpless, I simply watched my husband die. It was terrifying. After three days my husband breathed
his last. His brother, the one who had taught me Japanese words, had vanished. I searched for him in schools and around the
neighborhood, but 69 years later I still have absolutely no idea what happened to him. Luckily, my husband’s parents survived. A
younger sister had bad burns and got big lumps on her shoulders and neck but was able to survive. She died last year at 72.

I was 23 and a widow with two children. I had a few offers to remarry, but when I looked at the faces of my sleeping children, I
just couldn’t make myself do it. However difficult it might be, I wanted to make it on my own. I promised as much to my sleeping
children, so I worked like crazy doing support work for a plasterer and other tedious jobs on construction sites. After work started
on Peace Park, I prayed for the souls of my husband and brother-in-law as I worked cleaning the park.While working in Peace
Park, I met Sato-san and agreed to give this testimony. I intended to take this hatred and sorrow with me into the next world.
However, I do understand wanting to leave the truth behind, so I wrote this in the hope that I could help those who are trying to
achieve world peace and make sure that war and nuclear weapons are never used again.

This year I will turn 90. My two children are safely grown and living happy lives.



My A-bomb Experience Han Ukusu (Japanese name: Shozo Ono)

In March 1945 1 graduated from Kameyama National School. In April, my teacher helped me enter a training school connected
to the Mitsubishi Hiroshima Shipbuilding Plant in Minami Kannon-machi. During the days I worked at the plant. I studied in the
evenings after 6pm. I lived with about 30 other students in the dorm. On August 6, at about 8am, an air-raid siren rang out so we
all rushed to the bomb shelter. Soon after that, a flash like lightning was followed by an enormous roar. Then everything went pitch
black. For sometime I couldn’t see anything. When it got a bit lighter, I saw that the factory building was leaning and the slate on
the roof and walls had been blown off. Nothing was left but the steel skeleton. The workers gathered around. Nearly everyone was
injured in some way and bleeding. Some were unable to walk. I thought some enormous bomb had been dropped.

Wondering where the bomb had hit, I looked toward the city center. Already I could see flames rising in four or five areas. Late
that afternoon, large raindrops fell. A military vehicle came and passed out rice balls, but we children didn’t get any. I went back to
see what was happening at the dorm, and that building, too, was badly tilted. People could hardly get in. Having nowhere else to
go, I tried several times to go home, but I couldn’t walk because of all the corpses and injured people. The rivers, too, were filled
with people. People were calling, “Help! Help me!” But there was nothing I could do. It was truly horrifying. Many adults were
getting into small boats trying to cross over to Kusatsu, but I couldn’t get home. We had no place to sleep, so three of us decided
to just sleep on the beach. That night, looking toward the city, we saw a sea of flames. The sky was burning red. The next morning,
since we had had nothing to eat, we gathered little clams and ate those. We learned to do that from some adults. I still remember
how delicious those clams were. It wasn’t cold, but I was so hungry I couldn’t sleep. The military and police vehicles made it look
like a battlefield. I thought many times of going home, but some people I was with were unable to walk. The 7th and 8th passed. I
think it was about Spm on the 9th. I saw my father coming toward me. He was crying. So did I. He said he had left home at 5 that
morning to look for me. He turned over any corpse that looked at all like me. He was just about to give up.

The number of A-bomb survivors has become quite small. You can read books or listen to stories, but the actual experience is
quite different. Japan is the first country baptized by an atomic bomb. In Peace Park, an inscription tells us we must never make
that mistake again. Next year, 2015, will be the 70th anniversary of the bombing. In the future, we will need neither atomic bombs

nor atomic electricity. We have a duty to become thoroughly pacifist, oppose war, and love and protect peace.

A Second Disaster Ichiko Nanba

I had just graduated from a girls’ school and was mobilized to work at the Clothing Depot. By 1945 the war had become quite
intense, so I was taken to the home of some relatives in Fukuyama with two younger brothers. I started working at the Clothing
Depot in Fukuyama.

In the morning of August 6, 1945, we heard that some tremendous bomb had been dropped on Hiroshima, so the next day we
loaded a military truck with a mountain of relief supplies, then we climbed onto the truck ourselves. On the way, air-raid sirens
sounded several times. Each time, we stopped and hid. Then we would be off again bumping along the road to Hiroshima. When
we got to Kaita-cho, we could see that all of Hiroshima was a burnt plain, with smoke still rising here and there. Entering the
city, the truck crawled slowly along the streetcar street, but we finally made it to the Hiroshima Clothing Depot. The bricks on
the outside were undamaged, but inside, the building was full of dead and injured. Moaning voices, voices begging for water—
it was truly a picture of hell. For two days I worked there helping to distribute supplies. On the third day, I got a day off and went
to visit my family in Minami-machi, a short ways from the Clothing Depot. The pillars of my house were still standing, but it
was completely unlivable. My family was OK. That evening, I walked to Kaita Station, got on a train and returned to Fukuyama.
When I got to Fukuyama Station, I found the whole city a sea of red fire. I couldn’t get off the train so I went on to Shin-city and
my relatives’ house. In Hiroshima, I saw the aftermath of the atomic bombing. All I could do was drive slowly along the streetcar
street looking at the corpses strewn all around. My experiences at the Clothing Depot are still fresh in my memory 69 years later.
Returning to Fukuyama, I found it a sea of flame, so I experienced the horror of war twice.

After the war, the Clothing Depot was disbanded. I received 2000 yen and returned to Hiroshima three months later. Now I
understand that I am alive thanks to having been evacuated, and I am grateful. Until a few years ago, [ worked cleaning Peace

Park, where I would pray for the souls of the victims. That was my small contribution to peace.
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Offering prayers and a Sister’s Letter Tomie Okimoto

I was among the first class to graduate from Honkawa Elementary School after the war. My family had run the Higashiya
Ryokan (Inn) that was just behind the school. Lots of soldiers stayed there. I had evacuated with my grandmother and three sisters
to Togochi-cho in Yamagata Prefecture, so my life was spared. We were in the mountains working in the fields when pieces of
paper started falling all around us. The adults picked them up and wondered aloud if something had happened to Hiroshima. In our
town about 30 kilometers away, black rain fell. Thinking back, I can still feel how frightening the atomic bomb was.

My mother, who had stayed in Hiroshima, was killed at home. My sister Chizuko was a female first-year student so she was
working on building demolition. She was killed, too. I will include below a letter she wrote in July (before the A-bomb) to those
of us who had evacuated. Even now when I read it, I shed tears. It is true that I have lived through terrible horror and grief, and I
will never forget the tragedy of the atomic bombing. My father was a firefighter. He was exposed to the bomb while working 2 to
3 kilometers away. Luckily, he survived. My father searched for my sister, but never found any remains or even belongings. My
father quickly built a house using materials from the school fence. He supported us by shipping futon from Togochi. Because he
liked to be useful, he became president of the neighborhood association, starting the first citizens committee after the war.

In October the year of the bombing, at Honkawa Elementary, I met Kyoko. At that time, four or five friends and I would be
playing, and some bones would appear. We would pick them up and, saying, “Poor thing, poor thing,” we would carry them to
the big hole. After that, a grave marker was erected. Now it has become the A-bomb Mound. After that, my life at school was the
same as Kyoko’s so I will skip that.

These days, as a sort of requiem for the souls of those who died so horribly, I walk around the island of Shikoku to the 88 sacred
places. I also go to shrines and temples around the country praying for world peace. I hope with all my heart that we will never

again experience the cruelty of war, the horror of the atomic bombing, and the callous taking of so many sacred lives.

Overcoming Sorrow Kiyoko Takeda

My house was in Nakajima-cho at the foot of Aioi Bridge. I was living happily there in a family of eight. When the war started
(December 8, 1941) I was in first grade. By the time I was in fifth grade, the war was intense. Through a program called group
evacuation, [ was sent to live with my teacher and dozens of my classmates to live apart from my family in a temple in Miyoshi
City.

The morning of August 6 came in completely clear, and I remember clearly the flash of light. The adults got all excited, but I had
absolutely no idea what had happened. A few days later, my grandfather came to get me. He told me my entire family had been
killed. I cried, but I don’t remember it. I had been so happy that my grandfather had been the first to come and get me, then.... He
took me to stay with some relatives named Kawauchi, but he couldn’t stay long. He waited for the fires to subside, then built a
tiny shack in Kawara-machi. Hiroshima was a burnt plain. There was no trace of our house. No one in my family was left. I can’t
express the deep sorrow I felt at being the only one left. We searched desperately through the ruins of our house, but my parents,
my brothers and sisters, my father’s father, a total of 11 people had died. (See the newspaper article and map and pictures of my
house and family)

Meanwhile, I returned to Honkawa Elementary School. I wondered how many bones they had to pick up before opening the
school. The place where the A-bomb Mound is now was just a big hole in the ground. We picked up human bones with our bare
hands and brought them there, crying and saying, ‘“Poor thing, poor thing.” I had outlived most of my family, but my grandfather,
even though he had been near the city center, miraculously survived. He had been under some stairs in the shadow of a large
building and was uninjured.

We sixth graders in 1946, rather than expressing pain and sorrow, met each other joyfully saying, “You made it!” Despite the
bumpy dirt floors, the desks of all different heights, the windows with no glass and having to move our desks when it rained, we
enjoyed learning. Boys and girls jumped together from the Aioi Bridge to swim in the river. I am about to be 80 years old, but I
can still do the crawl for a kilometer. Finally, I pray ceaselessly for the abolition of nuclear weapons and the realization of world

peace.



War, the Horror of the A-bomb, A Life Miraculously Saved Suzumi Aono

[ was living with my parents in Nomijima Okimi, Saeki-gun. I was in fifth grade. I had four brothers and sisters. Two
older brothers were engineers on battleships and were off at war. Both came home safely two years after the war
ended. My oldest sister was an office worker at the Asahi Steel Company in Minami Kannon. On that day, she heard a
huge roar, was surprised and ran outside. Standing in front of the bomb shelter, she was picked up by the blast and
blown some distance, but was unhurt. Her friend, however, had a ghastly wound. My next oldest sister was working
at Chugoku Power Company. She had been on leave until the 5th and was supposed to go to work on the 6th, but
Father told her to take one more day off. That saved her from being killed by the bomb.

On the morning of the 6th, just as I was about to go to school, an air-raid warning sounded, but then it was cleared,
so I went to school. Just as I entered the classroom, I heard an enormous roar. We all put on our air-raid hoods
and dived under our desks. A little later, we went outside to look and saw the mushroom cloud rising into the sky.
Everyone was talking about some new type of bomb that had been dropped on Hiroshima. Some neighbors and my
family got onto the Nipponpon, a ferry that took us to Ujina, Hiroshima’s port. The sight I saw there is still etched
in my mind. The city was burned to the ground. There were injured people and piles of corpses everywhere. I was
terribly frightened, but we all started walking to search for my oldest sister. We walked all day until finally an old
man we knew told us where she was. We hurried to a temple in front of Miyajima called Jigozen, and there we had
a tearful reunion. I have never forgotten the happiness I felt at that time. Because of the heat as we we were walking
and because I was so tired, I drank water that was coming out of a broken pipe. As soon as we arrived at Jigozen, I
started vomiting and an amazing amount of blood came from my mouth and nose. After that, whenever I went to a
festival and saw the lion dance, [ would get a terrible nosebleed. This continued until I was in 9th grade. With miracle
on miracle, my whole family was unharmed.

Later, I married and had two children. I now have four grandchildren, and none of them are deformed in any way.
They are all healthy and living happily. I have A-bomb disease and have spent the last 13 years in a facility. I will
never forget the tragic sights I saw at that time. I never wanted to talk about them and intended to take my memories
with me to the next world, but after meeting Ms. Sato, I decided to write this. I always pray that we will abolish

nuclear weapons, give up war, and live in lasting world peace.

Surviving Post-war Teruyo Hiroki

In April 1957 1 entered a Hiroshima City employment program and began working in Peace Park. After the war, the city of
Hiroshima was a complete disaster because of the atomic bombing. Of course, there was no Peace Park. I worked with about one
hundred others to prepare land where it was said that nothing would grow for 70 years. We also worked hard to shore up the banks
of the Motoyasu and Honkawa rivers. All of this was for Hiroshima’s recovery.

I was 32 years old. I enjoyed working all day long carrying my daughter, who was crippled by polio, on my back. In the
morning, I often had not one yen in my wallet, so I still remember how happy I was when I returned that evening with the money
I had earned that day. Even though I was called the derogatory name “nikoyon,” I was genuinely grateful to be a day worker. I
had no other way to survive. My husband was sick and could not work. Working on rainy and windy days, we toiled as hard as we
could for the recovery of our city. Happily, my three children grew up strong and healthy.

When I see how Peace Park makes so many visitors happy, [ am quietly proud of my contribution. Many wonderful incidents
come crowding into my mind. Even now I go to the park sometimes to meet old friends and talk about our memories. Let me just
add that much later, I registered with the Silver Resource Center (employment for retired persons) where, again, I was assigned
to clean Peace Park. I became a team captain and worked there until I was 85 years old. Now, I go down to the little park near my
home and clean it. My body, which worked so hard after the war, still shouts at me saying it wants to work. I am 87, but I hope to

keep working until I’'m 90. I have the feeling I need to keep working for those who wanted to live but were taken so tragically.
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Motoko Yoshida Principal Katano Kuraji Elementary School

I was raised on my mother’s stories about the Osaka air raids. She and her little brother were on their way to school when jet
fighters flew overhead strafing the area. She pushed her brother into a potato field and lay there holding her breath until the fighters
left. When she finally crawled out of the potatoes, she found that a good friend with whom she had been walking moments before
had been killed. This story always made me choke up and feel real emotional pain thinking about my mother’s friend, who lost, in
that instant, her youth and all her dreams.

On entering Hiroshima University in 1977, I lived in a boarding house in Minami-machi. I got to be friends with the old woman
who ran the local bathhouse. “At least I’'m alive. I’m just grateful for that,” she said as she had me wash her back, which was
covered with keloids and oddly protruding bones. The scars of war she carried on her body never went away. Why does the human
family continue warring here and there around the world? Will we just keep creating new victims? We have to put human wisdom
to use for peace. We cannot let the memories of war fade away. Passing on the memories of those experiences, we must continue

to sound the alarm.

Words of Peace Katano Kuraji Elementary School Mahiro Fumihira

War begins in people’s hearts, and in people’s hearts lies the ability to make everyone happy. War is not just the absence of war.

True peace is when everyone is smiling and having a good time.

Thoughts of Peace  Katano Kuraji Elementary School = Shion Tanaka

We can begin by stopping the arguments and fights around us. We can all be friends, building peace in small ways. It is important

to remember the facts of history, respect each other’s countries, and build strong relationships of trust and friendship.

About peace Katano Kuraji Elementary School Motoya Masuda

Looking at the Hiroshima Dome, I feel it conveys the cruelty and sadness of war. The pikadon must never be used again for any
reason. War mercilessly kills innocent people. There is no good in it. Even now some countries are at war. War hurts people, and

so did the accident at Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. I think peace is no nuclear power and no war.

On reading My Hiroshima Katano Kuraji Elementary School = Chie Imaki

I had taken so much for granted—being able to go to school, play with my friends, think about what we would have for lunch
today, study, then eat various things. Now I see how lucky I am. I’m going to treasure being alive.
The people who have experienced war are becoming fewer. I now see that we must never forget the fact that in war we lose our

families, our schools, our friends, and lots of other people.

Thoughts of Peace Katano Kuraji Elementary School Kanon Kataoka

I went to Hiroshima, toured the museum and heard the story of a survivor. I came to believe that we must stop fighting wars.
They kill too many people. Even if the people killed are enemies, it’s still killing. A person’s life is not a matter of it’s OK to kill
because he’s an enemy and you have to protect the people on your side. Life has equal value on both sides. In Japan today, it seems
we are rapidly moving away from peace. The government is trying to change the peace constitution. Today, as A-bomb survivors
and others who have experienced war die away, the constitution could be slowly, gradually changed and in the end, Japan could
become a country that fights wars. I hope people around the world will read this book and remember the importance of peace and

the danger of war.

Thoughts of Peace Katano Kuraji Elementary School ~Ryotaro Oya

To me, peace is when my family and I are healthy and happy. I don’t want to lose our precious peace. In war, my precious peace

could be taken by a single bullet. Peace is something we all have to protect with all our might.



About peace Katano Kuraji Elementary School ~Yuki Takamoto

I will live on into the future. What I can do is face the mistakes of the past, and work to eliminate war and protect peaceful

Japan. We must eliminate nuclear weapons and brighten the world with lots of smiles.

Living Katano Kuraji Elementary School Harunobu Yonesawa

After reading this picture book, the words that stuck with me most were, “Living is enduring. Living is loving. If we continue to
love ourselves, happiness is waiting for us.” I do think that if we can keep loving, we can find happiness. The mother said, “People
cannot live alone.” That is definitely true. I can’t do anything by myself, but if I work with others, I can do things. For the sake of

the 140,000 people who died, when we become adults we have to live in a way that values each and every life.

The atomic bomb is frightening Katano Kuraji Elementary School Yumika Hashimoto

Listening to Under the Mushroom Cloud, some words stayed with me. Those words were, “The pikadon was truly terrifying.
First, there was a huge flash, and that was just so sudden. And lots of people died because of it.” The pikadon is the worst. Another
thing is that no one can live alone. If I didn’t have family and friends, I would be sad and miserable. And if I didn’t have money,
I couldn’t do anything. What I understood is that nuclear weapons are the most frightening things in the world. But lots of people

don’t want an atomic bomb to happen. So I am truly hoping it won’t.

Pledge of Peace Ken Sato Representative  36th Graduating Class of Meikei Gakuen

Since the war ended 68 years ago, Japan has walked the path of peace. In October this year, Japan finally signed, for the first
time, a Declaration regarding the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons. Perhaps we can consider this a significant step toward
the dream of nuclear weapons abolition.

On the other hand, looking once again at Japan and the world around us, we see that true peace has yet to be achieved. At the
moment, we attend to civil war in Syria and the problems of ospreys and US bases in Okinawa. In too many areas, wars continue
their merciless slaughter. Too many people are still far from living in peace.

The nuclear issue presents the same situation. After 68 years, many hibakusha continue to suffer from the emotional and physical
aftereffects of the atomic bombing. Meanwhile, a nuclear power accident has contaminated cities, towns and villages, leaving
many unable to return home. We must not turn our eyes from these realities. When will our world be liberated from the horrors of
war and the nuclear industry?

In class and in preparation for this fieldtrip we studied war and the atomic bombing. Still, the raw and painful stories we heard
today from eyewitnesses strike us as valuable new lessons. The dark and terrible facts force us to ask certain questions. What must
we learn? What must we convey to those who follow us? One thing is for sure. We can no longer tolerate indifference. One vital
contribution we can make right now is to look back at what happened, look for ways the tragedies might have been avoided, and
learn those lessons.

From the past to today, from today to tomorrow—we convey history’s lessons, passing the baton carefully to those who will
move us still further toward a more correct path. And we do this to avoid the mistakes of our predecessors.

Today we leave Hiroshima, but we will never leave our pursuit of peace. Driven by the tragic wars of the past and the knowledge
that people are still suffering, clinging firmly to these and other unforgettable lessons, we will communicate to our communities

the vital necessity of peace. We hereby pledge to think, act and pray for the day when our Earth is free at last from war.
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Haruo Hoshino Principal Hiroshima Jogakuin Junior & Senior High School

I used to take a painful look at the Atomic Bomb Dome with its bare iron frame. However, now I feel eloquence towards the
Dome. It has been 69 years since the bomb, but it still stands at the place and keeps on appealing silently about the day. The
largest number of foreign tourists who visit Japan want to visit Hiroshima. If it weren’t for the Dome, people may not take trouble
to visit Hiroshima and think about peace. There was a strong opinion about demolishing the Dome, but thanks to our forefathers
who opposed to this and decided to leave the Dome, it stands where it is. At the bottom of the Motoyasu River that flows right
near the Dome, there are still remains of the Dome. Young people who hear testimonies from A-bomb victims are deeply affected.
They remove the remains from the river and send them to universities in Japan and abroad to appeal the tragedy of the bomb. In
Peace Memorial Park where the Dome overlooks, high school students engage in campaigns to collect signatures or guide visitors
around the peace monuments and call for the abolition of nuclear weapons. Now, with the new generation, the Dome continues to

speak about ‘Hiroshima’ to the world.

Hiroshima Jogakuin Junior & Senior High School Kanon Yamaguchi
I felt the preciousness of peace from my late grandmother’s atomic-bomb experience memories. A peaceful world is a place
where there is no war as well as a place where we don’t have to worry about tomorrow. I think it is also important to think

seriously about the problem of famine.

Hiroshima Jogakuin Junior & Senior High School Noriko Murakami
We all possess a ‘pieces’ to wish for ‘peace’. It is simple. We just have to bring all those ‘pieces’ together to complete a ‘peace’

puzzle. It may take time, but it will be completed.

Hiroshima Jogakuin Junior & Senior High School Risa Murakoshi
First of all, in order to hand down the memories of the misery that happened 70 years ago, we should create a bond with each

other and share our opinions and feelings. In the end, I would like to create a place where we can share our feelings.

Hiroshima Jogakuin Junior & Senior High School Rika Nakazaki
The Atomic Bomb Dome is alive. It prays silently. It remembers that blinding flash and that deafening explosion seventy years

ago. It prays never to experience the sadness of losing one’s precious things. This is the kind of peace I want to realize.

Hiroshima Jogakuin Junior & Senior High School Honami Maseda

To keep on learning is very important. When I first learned about atomic bombs, I felt terror. Although I learned different
opinions towards atomic bombs all over the world, this feeling hasn’t changed a bit. I want to continue learning how to get rid of

this feeling.

Kuchita Higashi Elementary School Rinka Kunihiro

Before this class, I was just thinking, “Looks like the principal is going to read something to us.” The scene that stays in my mind
is the child having to do housework and work in the field when only in the fifth grade. I thought that was amazing. We read this
book so we could understand that we, too, could be doing housework and fieldwork. If we don’t live in peace, everyone suffers
and we all have to work harder. The book also taught us the horror of the atomic bomb. What I can do is to talk to people about the
bombing and convey what I have learned to children who are not yet born. My hopes for the future are for everyone to help each
other and keep Japan peaceful. In sixth grade I hope to be a leader. I want everyone from first to sixth grade to be glad they are in
Kuchita Elementary. I will work to make a school that everyone is happy to go to. In closing, I am glad you told us your story and

taught us how terrible the atomic bombing was. I understand now that peace is very important.



Kuchita Higashi Elementary School Nayu Matsumoto

Before this class I was excited wondering what kind of story it would be. Of all the words the principal read us, the ones that stay
with me most are, “We cannot live alone.” These words struck me because they made me realize that we all depend on others. We
all have to cooperate. We all live by supporting each other. Another thing that stuck with me was “the importance of life.” We have
to accept the lives our mothers have given us. It made me realize again that suicide is absolutely wrong. From now on, if someone
has more than they can bear, we all have to help. We have to overcome our problems one by one. And now, lots of countries are
getting together to have a conference. I wish they would add to their discussion the problem of helping children who are unable
to go to school. I am able to go to an ordinary school, but some children are not. This is wrong. When I get into sixth grade and
become a leader, I want to help people. I will keep in my heart the fact that some people are in trouble and suffering much more

often than I think. I want to help lots of them.

Kuchita Higashi Elementary School Yukino Shimakage

After reading the book and hearing the talk about it, I am more convinced than ever that we absolutely cannot allow atomic
bombings and war. However, the Pikadon story taught me many other important things. The ones that stay with me most are that
we have to be grateful to be alive, and we have to live for others. And, we have to work hard. The reason these impressed me is
that the mother who appears in Pikadon says, “You have to be grateful that you are alive.” We realized that people then and had
things they really wanted to do, but they were killed. Later, some people committed suicide. They might have been resentful or
something, but as long as they were alive, they were supposed to live fully or they would be resented by those who were killed by
the bomb. So I decided be grateful to be alive. Living for others, making an effort, I want to live and work to help my parents, my
family, my friends and many people. Finally, I want fewer people to take the lives of other people. What we can do is value life. |
also am grateful to those who endured and helped Hiroshima recover. I hope this sort of thing never happens again to any country

or city.

Kuchita Higashi Elementary School Hayato Okumura

When I heard the principal was going to teach our ethics class, I wondered what he would do. He read the book Treasure Found
under the Pikadon Mushroom Cloud. The part I remember best is when the mother says that she has to live for her dead brother
as well. Since other survivors lost their will to live, her feeling of having to live her brother’s share was amazing. Another part
that impressed me was the importance of life. Many people wanted to live but couldn’t. I intend to really value my life. Right
now, I am not being bombed. I don’t have to live away from my family. In the old days, because of bombings, families were
often separated. We don’t have that now, and I value my family. I want nuclear weapons and war to go away and for the world to

become peaceful. I will live with the memory of the atomic bombing.

Kuchita Higashi Elementary School Toko Kimura

I thought three types of things after listening to Treasure Found under the Pikadon Mushroom Cloud. The first type was “fearful
things.” The second was “things that moved me.” The third was “good things.” However, among all those things, two impressed
me most. One was the picture of the atomic bombing. I found it terrifying. If I were surrounded by all that enormous fire, I would
be too frightened to move. The second was when she found her brother’s bones. If I knew that my brother or sister had been killed,
I wouldn’t be able to stop crying. I would go crazy. Next, I will say what “moved me”. There were many, but nearly all were
words spoken by the mother. The one that moved me most was, “I’m sure it’s hard for you, but it’s harder for me.” It’s a short
sentence, but the explanation would be very long. The words were convincing and hit me hard. Lastly, the things I thought were
“good.” One was when Sato-san’s family went to visit her grandfather in the countryside. When I heard that, I thought, “Ah, this is
good. Sato-san can relax now.” I thought that because if my family came, I would be so happy I would cry tears of joy. Finally, my
goal for the future. I want to collect UNICEF contributions and call for an end to war in places where people are fighting. When [
am in sixth grade, I want to be someone who is really able to persuade others to join me in this goal. I want everyone to be full of

smiles. That is my wish.
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Our Happiness Hiroshima Kuchita Elementary School Shuto Nakata

After listening to Ms. Sato talk about her book Pikadon I thought again about peace and war. First, thinking about peace, we
can meet our family every day, eat good food, and lots of it. We feel secure in our everyday lives. We can go to school. And we
have to be grateful to a lot of people for this. Next, thinking about war, I understood various things. In the Pacific War about ten
million people died. Of those 2,800,000 were Japanese. This is about one third of the total number. However, it is not just sad
when Japanese die. The other two thirds were foreigners. People around the world lost their family members and friends. I think
we should stop these wasteful fights and get rid of all the weapons. Therefore, I think the disarmament conference that took place
in Hiroshima was a good thing to do. If even one weapon can be eliminated by a disarmament conference, that would be good.
Lives that are lost never come back. We have to convey true happiness and the horror of the atomic bombing to the children of the

future. We have to keep conveying this forever and ever.

To Live Hiroshima Kuchita Elementary School Ayaka Fujita

I heard author Ms. Sato speaking in person about her own picture book. I felt many things from the horror of the A-bomb and
the importance of life that Ms. Sato talked about. The part of the talk that stayed with me most was the words that surprised her
audience so much. “I was strengthened by the atomic bomb.” At first, I didn’t understand what she was saying. I wondered, “How
can you say you were strengthened by something that caused you so much suffering?” Ms. Sato’s eyes were so intense, trying to
convey something to us. And then I finally understood what she was saying. That is, “No matter how we suffer, we need to live life
cheerfully.” This really struck me. This thought is like a big strong tree. Yes, it may be painful, but we shouldn’t give up so easily
on life. There have been many people who really wanted to live but couldn’t, so we have to live for them as well. This is what I
learned from Ms. Sato. I was really happy to learn the importance of life. And I hope we will continue to live in peace and that no

one will ever again drop an atomic bomb.

Peace is... Hiroshima Kuchita Elementary School Masaya Kawasaki

First, what I feel after listening to today’s talk is a sense of mission. The reason is, once I have understood the suffering of the
people who encountered the atomic bomb, I have to convey that to the future. This is the first mission. Another is the peace that
created by the people who came before us. Then, receiving the baton from them, we have to spread this peace throughout the
world. That is what Ms. Sato said. The words written in the Cenotaph are, “Let all the souls here rest in peace for we shall not
repeat the evil.” Ms. Sato said, “Be proud of the people of Hiroshima for writing this.” I wondered, why should Hiroshima write
it? We were the ones who were bombed. Why didn’t America write it? However, listening to Ms. Sato, I gradually came to think
that the people of Hiroshima are amazing. After looking at this book, I am totally against war. When I fight with my friends, I feel
bad. The whole world should join hands and help each other.

Peace is Happiness Hiroshima Kuchita Elementary School Natsuko Tokuno

Because of today’s peace studies class, I thought, “Peace is happiness.” With peace, we have our homes. We have food. We have
clothing. We have our families. How great is this? Sixty-nine years ago, here in Hiroshima, the atomic bomb was dropped. I did
not know about the heaviness, the horror, and the sadness of that. But as we continue our peace studies, I have learned a number of
things. I had also never heard of the book, Pikadon, that was read to us today. But today, the author read it to us herself. I felt this

was a valuable experience. I learned a lot. I pray that the world will become peaceful.



The Importance of Life Hiroshima Kuchita Elementary School Hibiko Yamada

At 8:15am on August 6, an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. What did people think when it happened? I think they must
have been filled with pain and hatred. This is exactly why we have to live not just for ourselves but also for those who died in
the war. Also, we have to convey to others the pain of war and make sure it never happens again. At 8:15am on August 6 when
we have our moment of silence, I will be chanting to myself, “Let all the people of the world live in peace. Let everyone live
enjoyable lives without bullying.” I learned that it is important to have a dream. Whether big or small, a dream is a great thing.
Then, no matter what happens, we try to make our dreams come true, never giving up. I came to think that my life is for me to do

that.

What is real happiness? Hiroshima Kuchita Elementary School Nao Yamashita

As I listened to Ms. Sato’s rare and wonderful talk, I wondered, what is real happiness? Can we really be happy fighting wars,
letting the blood of innocent people pour into the sea and looking down on them? What people really want is a family, a stomach
full of good food, a nice warm bed, and a good night’s sleep. This is the real happiness that everyone wants. This is the message
that the hibakusha want us to get, so they keep telling us even to this day. The message on the cenotaph in Peace Park is one we

should etch into our own hearts. The fact that war is something we should not do.

Connecting to Peace Hiroshima Kuchita Elementary School Manami Mizu

Listening to Ms. Sato, I learned again the horror of war. We live now in a Hiroshima that the people of Hiroshima worked hard
to build. What surprised me the most is that even though Hiroshima was once turned into a city of ashes, it has been rebuilt into a
regular city with all these buildings. It’s a mystery to me how we can have all this stuff. I have great admiration for the people who
came before us, and I am glad I was born here. I want to make Japan a country that will never fight any war with anyone in the
world. Japan is connected to lots of other countries. I will tell the children who come after me about the horror of war. I want to

add links to the chain of peace.

KBTIV ERE PERINO BN 2O & DI
BAT ADRICERBRETROKZ AN, BFEORENCF2EE, GROFEDHETAB L,

63



64

About peace Ochiai Higashi Elementary School ~Kaito Suetomi

I learned we have to be careful with life, and that the people who were in the A-bombing suffered a lot. We only have one life, so

we should take care of it, make peace, and we should all be grateful that we can be happy.

After listening to Hiroe Sato Takeya Elementary School Moeka Kawaguchi

The following is what I thought as Mrs. Sato told us her war story. Once a war starts, so many people die, it’s almost as if a
country were dying. War is an absolutely unacceptable way of competing. Mrs. Sato miraculously escaped the war, then a terrible

typhoon. I believe God let her live so she could tell people about that experience and how to enjoy life. In conclusion, war is evil.

For peace studies Kaga Nishikijo Junior High School =~ Natsumi Tani

On the second day of our fieldtrip, we went to Hiroshima. We went by bus and Shinkansen. When we saw the A-bomb Dome
from the bus, the atmosphere in the bus changed a little. As we learned the horror of war and Hiroshima’s desire for peace through
peace meetings and the monument tour, the expressions on each of our faces gradually changed. Things I had seen on film and
looked at objectively I now see as events that really happened. I feel real fear. Beneath the ground on which I walk, lots of people
are sleeping even now. The survivor who is telling us her story will one day be a “person of the past” with her name carved on a
gravestone. | think we came here to realize that war is not just history with no relation to us. In the museum, scenes we saw only
in our imaginations are on display. Some people got scared and had to leave early. Others stared until the scenes burned into their
eyes. Many of the exhibits confirmed what the survivor told us. I had so many strong feelings. I did not experience the bombing,
but our peace studies helped me understand a little the pain, grief and anger suffered by so many. I pray that war will never come
again to Japan and that it will vanish from the world as soon as possible. I want my strong feelings about war to become a force

helping me convey peace to the world.

About peace studies Gifu City Yamanaka Elementary School  Yuto Torimura

Day after day, it stays hot. I hope you’re all doing well. I want to thank you all for taking the time to be with us. I learned a lot
from the talks during our tour of monuments, especially Sato-san talking about life before the atomic bombing. What she said
remains in my heart. Year by year the hibakusha are passing away. Those of us who have the chance to hear from them directly
must convey what we hear to future generations. Through the monument tour, I came to know the feelings and hopes built into
each of those monuments. The people of Hiroshima are always thinking about peace. I want to keep studying. I do hope Sato-san

will take care of herself and continue her storytelling activities.

Meikei Gakuen Junior High School  Yuri Ikoma

I interviewed my grandmother and grandfather, eliciting their war stories for summer vacation homework. The sad tones and
expressions of my normally cheerful grandparents made a powerful impression on me. I was similarly impressed by the story
Hiroe Sato told us during this field trip. My knowledge of war came entirely from books, but these stories helped me understand
that war leaves emotional scars in the hearts of its victims. My generation has no experience of war. We have never directly
experienced its cruelty. But that is precisely why we need to do our best to understand. This understanding does not imply mere
sympathy for others, as if it were their problem. It means thinking seriously about what we can do to make sure the tragedy never
happens again. Even after all those who know war have gone, we have to inherit their intent and convey to future generations the

cruel misery of war. War makes no one happy. I hope it never happens again.



Meikei Gakuen Junior High School =~ Mayuko Goto

What do you imagine when you hear the word “war.” Life, nuclear, danger...I’m sure we all respond a little differently. In my
case, | had a vague image of “a sad thing with lots of people dying.” During this fieldtrip, here in Hiroshima, I looked directly at
the war and heard stories from people who experienced it. I felt the horror of and the terror of the atomic bomb. I also learned how
ignorant I was about war. We junior high school students knew only what we read in the nine pages our textbooks devote to this
subject. Is that acceptable? Don’t we need to know about war if we are to understand the mistakes of the past and work to keep
them from happening again? Just saying, “Let’s make a peaceful world,” is not enough. We need to know the truth. We need to

join hands and create a better future.

About peace studies Torimi Elementary School ~ Kazuya Shibahara

Thank you for telling us your stories. I have learned the horrors of the atomic bombing and the tragedy of war. Your explanations
at the A-bomb Dome and the Children’s Peace Monument were so clear. And there are so many more amazing things to learn
in Hiroshima. It’s wonderful. Hiroshima is a great place. I will tell the younger ones about what I have learned here. I am truly

grateful.

About peace studies Torimi Elementary School ~ Nao Tomiyoshi

Thank you for telling us so many stories in the rain. Listening to what actually happened to you, I felt even more convinced that
we can never again take part in a war. I was really frightened by what you told us. And, hearing you speak to us so seriously, I felt

the need to accept what you tell us as a lesson for the next generation. I’'m very glad I heard you speak. Thank you very much.

Green Legacy Hiroshima Initiative Tomoko Watanabe, Executive Director

ANT-Hiroshima

The atomic bombing of August 6, 1945 left the center of Hiroshima a radioactive desert, choking in ash. Many believed that
nothing would grow for 75 years. However, that same year Canna and Oleander flowers bloomed, and the following spring burned
trees sprouted again, this new growth empowering the survivors to sustain hope and the will to live. Today, some 170 trees, in 55
locations within the roughly 2-kilometer radius of the hypocenter, are officially registered by the City of Hiroshima as A-bombed
trees.

Nassrine Azimi, Senior Advisor to the Executive Director of UNITAR (United Nations Initiative for Training and Research), has
said: “Over the years and in the course of many walks, we have come to appreciate the resilience, generosity, beauty and particular
significance of Hiroshima’s special residents: trees that lived through the atomic blast, and their descendants. These survivors
of nuclear tragedy carry a significant message — not just for those living in or visiting Hiroshima, but for all of humanity.” In
2011 Ms. Azimi and I launched the “Green Legacy Hiroshima Initiative,” a joint effort by UNITAR and ANT-Hiroshima, as
Co-Founders and Coordinators. This initiative aims to safeguard and spread the meaning and knowledge of A-bombed trees in
Hiroshima by spreading their seeds and saplings around the world. It is a 1000-year project, pursued with the hope of delivering
the message of peace imbued in the seeds and saplings of A-bombed trees, thereby nurturing peaceful hearts everywhere on earth.
In this work we are supported by many experts and volunteers, including Chikara Horiguchi, who has devoted himself to the care
of Hiroshima’s A-bombed trees for many years, and institutions such as the Hiroshima Botanical Garden, the Hiroshima Peace
Culture Foundation, the City of Hiroshima, Hiroshima University, and Hiroshima Prefecture, all of which are indispensable
members of our working group. As a result of this united effort, today there are second-generation A-bombed trees growing at
more than 40 public institutions in 18 countries. Planting ceremonies and various peace-related events in connection with the trees
are also being held at these botanical gardens, universities, museums, and schools.

Like the atomic bomb survivors, the A-bombed trees bear witness to the atomic bombing and serve as a legacy of Hiroshima.
I believe we have a duty to safeguard and nourish these living treasures, building a fortress of peace in the hearts of children by
growing these second-generation trees all over the world.Recent research has revealed that A-bombed trees in Hiroshima have
been leaning toward the hypocenter for the past 69 years as a result of the damage they suffered in the atomic blast. They continue
to stand in these locations, still and silent, pointing toward the hypocenter. In our hearts, we feel their quiet appeal for peace and

wish to deliver this appeal to the whole human family through our work.
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August 6, A Banker’s Battle Hidekazu Tono

The atomic bomb was dropped on the city of Hiroshima on August 6, 1945. A mere two days later on August 8, the train was running
between Hiroshima and Yokogawa, electric power was restored in some areas, and the Hiroshima Branch of the Bank of Japan, located
very near the hypocenter in Otemachi, re-opened for business. Even in the midst of the atomic tragedy, the people began immediately to
carry out their responsibilities, work to stabilize everyday life, and proceed toward recovery. The same happened in the Tohoku area after
the Great East Japan Earthquake. Here, I will tell you some episodes from the life of a banker making war insurance payments to victims,
allowing withdrawals on deposits, and supporting the lives of war victims who were fleeing the city.

Beginning the 7th, the day after the bombing, Yutaka Ito, vice president of the Geibi Bank, saw people moving immediately to search
for the dead, dig out buried property, clean up the area and make other preparations for recovery. Inspired by them, he decided that the
banks had to quickly get the economy going again, so he began working to open the city’s financial institutions. Nearly all the banks in the
city had been burned out. Deposit ledgers were lost, and many employees had been killed or injured. They were in no condition to reopen.
Ito wrote orders on a paper asking surviving employees who arrived at the bank to investigate the extent of the damage, purchase food
and clothing, and take the names of those who came to work. After handing these orders to his staff, he went the Hiroshima Branch of the
Bank of Japan, which, luckily, had not burned. Mr. Kikkawa, manager of the Hiroshima Branch, was also a board member of the Bank of
Japan. He had broad authority. He was injured but was still functioning. Ito obtained from the vault in the basement of the Bank of Japan
the cash and documents he needed to create just enough of a system to resume operations.

On the 8th, at 11am, within the building of the Hiroshima Branch of the Bank of Japan, the Geibi Bank and every bank in the city
resumed operations. When operations began, so many employees were dead or severely injured that the staff was too small. Among those
who showed up for work, some were injured; some had lost wives and children. Later, Ito wrote in his diary about his state of mind that
day, “It was a painful, grief-stricken strain.”

When the banks first opened, they were mostly paying out disaster insurance and withdrawals on deposits. Because the bank ledgers
had been burned and in many cases the customers’ bankbooks were also burned, there was no way to check their balances. Therefore,
the banks paid out 200 to 500 yen per customer based on trust. Later, when back-up ledgers arrived from other branches and the deposits
of customers to whom funds had been given on trust, almost no lies were discovered. We were amazed by the integrity of the people of
Hiroshima who acted so honorably even in the midst of such tragedy.

Two or three days after resuming operations, the banks were full of victims. In addition to the shortage of staff, many injured workers
became so fatigued there simply weren’t enough people to carry out the operations. Some customers shouted angrily, “We’re war victims.
Hurry up!” In response, Isao Ito, head of the loan section, reportedly said, “We’re all war victims. Look at our bloodstains. We’re doing
the best we can, so please wait quietly.”

Eventually, banks in Tokyo sent five employees each to help out. In addition, more staff who had been injured started coming to work,
so the finance operations resumed. We thought things were going well, but suddenly we started losing one or two people a day. They just
died. At the same time, rumors about radiation and anxiety spread like wildfire. Still, the bank employees kept sacrificing themselves
unstintingly to carry out their duties to the public.

About a week after resuming operations, Mr. Tagashira, head of the deposits section, visited the bank. He had been in Kusatsu. He had
diarrhea that wouldn’t stop. He had the purple spots of death (pupura), and his hair had come out. Thinking he was not going to make
it, he came in to tell us everything he could remember about the cash balances in our books. When he was finished, he said goodbye to
everyone and went home. Four or five days later, he died. We were all amazed by his strength and sense of responsibility.

Each staff member carried out his or her social responsibility, and finally, on September 20, the Geibi Bank terminated temporary
operations in the Bank of Japan and moved back out to their own headquarters, which had been burned out. There they resumed normal
operations.

I have written this account to put a spotlight on the bank employees who resumed banking operations two days after a nuclear attack,
then resumed normal operations a month later, working hard consistently to restore financial services and stabilize the lives of the people.

I hope everyone will think about the “public spirit” these bank employees demonstrated.



“Brainwashed to Age 13” Junko Morimoto

Don’t plan on coming home alive. When that box of ashes is delivered, I will praise you, my son, for your splendid sacrifice.

In the great shrine, its Torii penetrating the sky, You are enshrined as a god. Your mother can’t stop her tears of joy.

As you can probably guess, these words are from military songs that were popular during the war. Around 1930, all the most famous
poets, composers, novelists, and artists failed to resist the lunacy of their times. Abandoning their artistic pride, they competed to create
militarist propaganda. “Journalism” simply participated as a powerful propaganda production agency. The state of mind of the mothers in
these songs was presented as representative of the wonderful “traditional” mothers of a military country.

Beginning before I was born, Japan was continually fighting in other countries. As a child, I believed that war was an activity conducted
elsewhere. Toward the end of my fourth grade, Japan attacked yet another country, starting the Pacific War with an attack on Peace Harbor
in Hawaii. We Japanese boiled with excitement. “We did it! We did it! Japan is ‘God’s country.” There’s no way we can lose. When things
look bad, the kamikaze (God’s wind) will blow.” This is the kind of thing adults were saying. The radio fed us nothing but news of victory
after victory in the “Imperial Army Report.” On our classroom wall was a map of the “Greater East Asia Prosperity Sphere,” with little
Japanese flags pinned all over it. “We’ve taken this. We’ve taken that. Now, we occupy this island as well.” And we would shout with joy.
We were taught that Japan was fighting a “holy war.” At the command, “Keep in step, face right,” we would boldly sing that military song.
Marching around the schoolyard, we would bow toward the east, toward the Imperial Palace, praying for success in war. Every morning
we began with this ritual, and whenever the principal mentioned Tenno Heika (emperor), every student in the schoolyard would stand
motionless at attention. On the blackboard were phrases like, “Faith in Absolute Victory”, “Thrash the US and Britain”, and “Sacrifice Self
for Nation.” After a while, a harsh system called the Imperial Aid Association was launched. Gradually, goods disappeared from stores.
Pots and pans, window fittings—nearly all metal was confiscated to make weapons. Rice and barley were for soldiers only. The people
on the home front had to make due with ground soybeans and Chinese corn. White rice we could only have in our dreams. But if you
complained? “The walls have ears, the doors have eyes,” they said, and you would be questioned by the authorities. We had never heard
of “human rights” or “democracy.” I went to the entrance ceremony for my girls’ junior high school in monpe (work pants) and an air-
raid hood. Nearly all the men had been sent off to the front, so students and even girls were conscripted to make up for the labor shortage.
“It’s an emergency.” “It’s for the country.” With these phrases, we put up with empty stomachs and hard sweaty work. To provide fuel for
military vehicles, we went into the mountains to dig large pine roots. In the city, many houses were torn down to make fire lanes, and even
girls like me were mobilized for this dangerous demolition work. We couldn’t possibly concentrate on our studies.

Entering the mid-1940s, all the cheer drained out through cracks in the government war reports, which were ever gloomier. On islands
they had occupied, Japanese troops were suffering “honorable defeats.” The battleship Yamato, glorious symbol of the Japanese Navy,
was sunk. When American troops came ashore on Okinawa, the prospect of losing the war could no longer be hidden. We began hearing
rumors about the “decisive battle on the mainland.” Where was the kamikaze that God’s country had been counting on? “If your skin
is cut, cut to the meat; if the meat is cut, cut to the bone.” This attitude was drilled into our “Yamato spirit,” but how were we to fight
soldiers with bamboo spears? In the end, you shout Tenno Heika Banzai! and charge, to be ground to bits. The “sacrifice of 100,000,000”
was bearing down. Every day, as we parted from friends, instead of goodbye we would say, “If we’re alive, let’s meet again.” I was only
13, but death was always near.

On August 6, 1945, at 8:15am, Hiroshima was destroyed by a single atomic bomb. Two hundred five of my classmates were
demolishing buildings in the city center. They all died. A total of 360 students and teachers from my school were killed. My house, which
was 1.7 kilometers from the hypocenter, was crushed and burned. Through a series of miracles, I managed to survive. When that horrific
war ended, Japan lay in ruins, but we had finally found this thing called “peace”. Like the puncturing of a myth, we were freed from
militarist education. I finally woke up. For all of my 13 years, every Japanese, adults and children alike, had been steeped in militarist
dogma. We had been brainwashed. We had lost our ability to think for ourselves.

Nearly 70 years since the atomic bombings, Japan has long been at peace, and we take it for granted. What a blessed, fortunate country!
“Let all the souls here rest in peace, for we shall not repeat the evil.” These words, addressed to the A-bomb victims, are carved into
the symbolic coffin in Peace Park. We should all remember this pledge right now. We have to ensure that the limitless greed and selfish
ideologies of certain adults with enormous power never again warp the education of our children, Japan’s future, and lead them into

another act of foolishness. I beg this of all adults.
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Afterword

For this book, I wanted to bring in the thoughts of some who have never spoken a word about their A-bomb experiences. To do that,
we travelled the length and breadth of Hiroshima meeting with hibakusha. We met them here and there. We deciphered accounts written
in pencil, typing them into the computer. Sometimes, we received an excellent testimony, but the family opposed disclosure. Whenever
a family member asked me not to use a good story, all the strength would drain from my body. But the staff kept working, day after day,
right through holidays. They endured a great deal. Kayoko Onaka, in particular, raced around constantly but never even looked tired. You
will find in these pages the extent to which they won the trust, understanding, and assistance of so many people. The spirit of Hiroshima,
our mission, includes praying for the repose of those who were sacrificed, offering our gratitude to those who worked so hard for recovery,
linking hearts, transcending generation, nationality, and other barriers to pass on the baton of life, and in this project, we did all of that.

At one point, I became quite ill. Mr. Yamada, principal of Kuchita Elementary School, responded saying, “We are kindred spirits, you
and I. You take care of yourself. I will get the schools involved.” In Osaka, Motoko Yoshida, principal of Kuraji Elementary School and
a student of Junko Morimoto (author of My Hiroshima, a person I respect enormously but who lives 8000 kilometers away), went with
me previously when Ms. Morimoto presented her picture book and told us her experience. She remembered me and helped a great deal.
My 7th grandchild edited the Japanese version of this book, and my 9th grandchild, along with his colleagues at Hiroshima University
Education Department, actively took part as third generation survivors. This book incorporates the heartfelt intentions of all involved. It
carries the baton of life, passed on through the bonds of love. The first time I read the entire manuscript, I couldn’t stop the tears of joy.

At the end, the steering committee added our own peace declaration. I am completely happy with that declaration and am amazed that
it so fully expresses the feelings in my heart. Now, I expect our thoughts from Hiroshima to fly high into the sky and travel throughout
the world as a beacon of hope, and to that end, I will work as long as I have life. I offer my heartfelt gratitude to all who helped with this

project. Thank you all very much, with a special thank you to Yuriko Furutani. You are the one who enabled me to endure to the end.
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