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| was born on May 27, 1938, at 37 Mikawa-cho, Hiroshima City, as the eldest daughter of the Nagakiya Inn.

At the time, Japan was a militarist state with the Emperor at its centre, and the soldiers going off to war were given cloth threaded with a thousand
needles as bullet repellent with the members of the town's women's association.

| chanted "Hooray! the Emperor" three times with the members of the women's association, and then the soldiers set off.

| was in the first grade at National School at the time, and we all saw the soldiers off.

My brother went early in the morning with the flag of the Nagakiya Inn to pick up soldiers from the army's 11th Regiment.

When the soldiers arrived in front of the house, they lined up and took roll call loudly, but all | could hear was "Whoa, oh, oh."

| grew up seeing soldiers with guns, rucksacks on their backs, slamming into the doorway, sitting there, taking off their gaiters and going up to their
rooms, and being quick like that.

My father's sister's husband was Niroku Kondo, an adjutant in the 11th Army Regiment, and many excellent soldiers came to my inn.

We were blessed with many unusual sweets from the occupied territories, including dried bananas, chocolate, drops, caramel, and brown sugar lumps.
My family was particularly blessed with everything | had growing up, and | was loved by everyone.

When | was about five years old, the war became more intense, and at first | was happy, saying, "We're winning! We're winning!"

However, by the time | entered National School at the age of seven, the war was becoming more and more intense.

Students in the third grade and above were forced to evacuate, first and second graders were evacuated to relatives' homes, and those without
relatives, friends or acquaintances continued to attend National School.

| was evacuated to my father's parents' home in Tsuda village, Hatsukaichi.

On August 6, during morning assembly in the schoolyard, three large silver B-29 bombers came flying with a loud roar, and the vice principal shouted
"Get down!" and everyone got down at once.

Soon after, the teacher gave the order to evacuate to the air-raid shelter, so | rushed to the shelter and was soon told to return to the classroom again.
The teacher told us to line up in the corridor by villages, so we did.

Then | was led home by a senior student.

When | got home, my mother had heard from the city hall that "something terrible had happened in Hiroshima," and she was pacing back and forth in
the hallway, worried.The next day, my mother and | left for Hatsukaichi in the back of a truck driven by Kozo Yasui.

When we arrived at Khoi station by suburban train, | saw unclothed women walking the streets.

They have only chemise marks on their skin and are probably schoolgirls.lt was a horrifying sight.

The city was off limits and we were stopped by a man and gave up going into the city.

My mother broke down crying, shouting my brother's name.

We then stayed at a nearby acquaintance's house, and the next day we took a suburban train to Hatsukaichi, returning by Kozo Yasui's truck to the
front of Asahara Primary School.

We took refuge at my aunt's house and my aunt told us that "Hiroshima was already burning down and it was too hard, we couldn't go home in flames",
so we stayed there for a while.

| went from being a young lady at the Nagakiya Inn to a lodger on a farm, and for the first time | learnt to be patient.

The atomic bomb is a terrible thing that not only destroys a city, but also breaks people's hearts.

From my experience as an atomic bomb survivor, | believe that war and the atomic bomb are absolute evil, and founded HPS International Volunteers,
which | continue to do to this day.

HPS International Volunteers President Hiroe Sato
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Message from the Mayor of Hiroshima

I am pleased to send this message on the occasion of the release of the Spirit of Hiroshima 7.

At the G7 Hiroshima Summit last May, world leaders visited the Peace Memorial Museum and spoke with a hibakusha. After touching upon the realities of the atomic bombing
through these events, they wrote messages for peace in the museum’s guestbook. As they stood before the Cenotaph for the A-bomb Victims, I had the opportunity to convey
the Spirit of Hiroshima that underlies its inscription. Enduring the grief of the past, overcoming hatred, we yearn for true world peace where humanity can live in harmony and
prosperity. I believe they have taken our spirit into their hearts.

Yet, today, the world is embroiled in the protracted war in Ukraine and the escalating conflict in the Middle East. Both have claimed the lives of countless innocent citizens.
Many policymakers speak of the need to strengthen nuclear deterrence, and public opinion tends to be sympathetic. These conditions run counter to the desire for peace that
the atomic-bombed cities continue to call for.

Under these circumstances, the City of Hiroshima aims to create an international community in which policymakers around the world take to heart our consensus desire for
peace and maintain peace without resorting to arms. We will continue to spread the Culture of Peace around the world through citizen-to-citizen exchanges and by making full
use of the network of more than 8300 Mayors for Peace member cities.

To instill the Culture of Peace through out civil society, it is essential to create a social environment in which our dreams and hopes come alive in our daily lives by engaging
with music, art, sports, and other activities that transcend language, nationality, creed, and gender. Therefore, it could not be more meaningful to have young people at the center
of the creation of this book and to share their efforts for peace with the world. I extend to these young people my deepest respect. It is my hope that all who read this book will

act in solidarity with us as we strive to eliminate nuclear weapons and achieve lasting world peace.
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Message from the Governor of Hiroshima Prefecture

Congratulations on the publication of "Spirit of Hiroshima 7". I would like to express my deepest respect to all those who have worked so hard to make this publication a success.

I am deeply encouraged by the ongoing efforts of HPS International Volunteers to transmit the message of peace from the A-bombed city of Hiroshima to people around
the world. I strongly believe that the accumulation of such activities, including the publication of “Spirit of Hiroshima,” now in its seventh volume, will move the hearts
of people worldwide who desire peace and lead to concrete actions for the abolition of nuclear weapons.

However, while we celebrate this achievement, we are witnessing two wars in which nuclear-armed states are directly involved: Russia's invasion of Ukraine and the fighting
between Israel and Hamas in the Gaza Strip. In Russia, repeated threats have been made to use nuclear weapons, and in Israel, one of the cabinet ministers mentioned the use
of nuclear weapons in Gaza, although this was later officially denied.

This situation shows that as long as nuclear weapons exist, there will be those who consider using them. It confronts the world with the reality that the very existence of nuclear
weapons is a great threat. The only sure way to escape this threat is to abolish nuclear weapons.

Next year will mark the 80th anniversary of the atomic bombing. In addition to calling on political leaders and young people around the world to visit Hiroshima, the A-bombed city,
and promoting the creation of a security policy that does not rely on nuclear deterrence, Hiroshima Prefecture will also work with organizations addressing nuclear disarmament,
climate change, health, human rights, and other issues, while implementing various peace initiatives to achieve nuclear abolition as soon as possible.

Finally, we sincerely hope that everyone who receives this collection of messages will join us in taking a step toward the realization of a peaceful world

without nuclear weapons.
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Passing the peace baton from high school students to elementary school students,

Hiroshima City Hiroshima Commercial High School,
2nd year tourism business course, Atomic Bomb Issues Research Club

n Activities of volunteer tour guides for monuments at Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park.

At the Atomic Bomb Issues Research Club, we are engaged in research and study on peace in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. With the help of HPS International Volunteers,
this year we are learning about the reality of radiation exposure at the location through fieldwork in Peace Memorial Park. And in order to maintain lasting peace,
we are conducting research with the issues "What can we do?" and "What can we communicate as high school students in Hiroshima?' as our assignment.
Nowadays, the atomic bomb survivors are getting older and it is becoming more and more difficult to convey the reality of the atomic bombing to the next
generation. We, the members of the Atomic Bomb Issues Research Club, continue to provide volunteer peace guides to elementary school children and share the
results of our daily research and study activities with the younger generation, including us.

Last year, we collaborated with the ESS club, which specialises in English conversation, and the tourism business course, which specialises in learning about
Hiroshima's tourism resources and communicating its attractions. And we joined forces to work with 51 pupils and parents from Furuichi Elementary School in
Hiroshima as peace guides. It was an opportunity to explore to "learning about peace together" and "what role we should play in the future".

For the monument tour guide course, we guided pupils from Furuichi Elementary School, with two guides each. It was a great experience for us as they listened
intently to our explanations.

The main routes of the Monument Tour Guide are as follows.

O Cenotaph for the Atomic Bomb Victims O Peace Lamp and Pond O The Children’s Peace Monument O Atomic Bomb Dome
O Atomic Bomb Memorial Mound O Cemetery site of Jisenji Temple O Peace Bell O Korean Cenotaph We mainly guided them around these.

s

-7-




EHHEBISOVTRS> 71711 RO5ES

2024#F2A38 (D) 13HSESHWICT MELRUBALLTASHIUASHFRSRBNEIRAI-—A2F 4951 LSIFRABEAHLS [FH] i |
EIFEN. BA-BBBEPCSOTRLSEMRELTILSADEEDIBIAENBIAEL COSIEFRE A FEBEUTAEH I OTH/NEARO  orremss

BSAICBASBBICMUMAILL, L TR L
s TN G
EALI-EIE OB PRICIEVUE T, == 08 o~
@ KB KKE it @ BEEPR @ IKSWXSTEFIA S @ PEEEXHTaHE ® HIBRB K ® hE5EBDWH -RCCROKXEE
OB IEPN: BI1EBOER © EEHFFRM

FICOBARICDOVWT, ¢ DEIFICEDDSEWE M-BEDEPFIR (HPSEBRRS 2 T47)DHALANSHERELIEATZERLT. BHOSETKRRL. dHh/MNERDESTAIC
BAFRUIZ. ILBIFHE - KE-BHBEROEBCHOICEENAI MU CORERNLBEREBEFATCIBELENRFBEOBRICLE LD ZETATRIZASKRRL
TUXLT,

BIRODS (HPSEBRRS 2 71 7)IC LB RTHES FRTOHNA FREERS

[On-the-job training sessions with experts (HPS International Volunteers).] [Mock guiding exercises at school.)
-8-




Volunteer guide activities about the military city Hiroshima.

On Saturday 3 February 2024, from 1pm at Hiroshima Castle, nine second-year students of the Tourism and Business Course at Hiroshima
City Hiroshima Commercial High School took part in a new initiative to inform the students of Furuichi Elementary School as guides about the
fact that Hiroshima has been called the "'military capital'' since the Meiji era and that many army soldiers were based in Hiroshima and went
to the continent during the Sino-Japanese and Russo-Japanese wars.

Nine locations were guided.

@ Hiroshima Imperial Headquarters Ruins @ Imperial Palace @ Plaza in front of Hiroshima Castle Keep
@ Chugoku Military District Underground Headquarters ® A-bombed Trees ® Hiroshima Gokoku Shrine/Big Torii Gate next to RCC

(@ Tatue of Hayato lkeda Stone monument of the 11th Regiment ©® Gate of the Army Childhood School

We listened to information from experts (HPS international volunteers) about nine main locations related to that time, organized it, expressed
it in our own words, and conveyed it to the students at Furuichi Elementary School. As guides, we told them that Hiroshima was a military

city in the Meiji, Taisho and Showa periods, and this historical fact gave us an opportunity to think deeply about why Hiroshima was the target

of the atomic bomb.

1 a9 BhEaDEfFESRAZROTOS O T/ NEROFit=5 HARIZENL THELI-BESA
[Commercial High School giving a guided tour and children from Furuichi Elementary School listening to the explanation.]  [Everyone who took part in the guide and studied.]
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16 years old boy
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My idea of peace is to have fun
talking to lots of people, to play
a lot and smile, and what |
cherish is  kindness and
compassion towards others.

| believe that peace is created
by knowing the feelings of
others. If everyone in the world
could do that, there would be
no wars!

8 years old girl
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| don't want war. Life is

important for everyone.
8 years old girl
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Taiki has severe autistic spectrum disorder and graduated from a special
needs high school.

8| Currently, he is drawing pictures, playing the piano and having fun, making use
of his studies at Honkawa Elementary School (Tanaka and Aoyama Classes) at
| " the care home "Carefree Kagayaki(shine)'".Every month, we clean up Peace
= Memorial Park with HPS members on the second Sunday and with helpers
& cvery Wednesday and Friday.

DOEEARR(I-WE)
Taiki Kato,

lIEESE
Michi Kato

SE36HE A —SAERBOEETID |
He is 35 this year. This picture
shows him cleaning with a helper.

|BEIASRATING b CHES R | R RBEOBERER
Exhibition of artworks Honkawa Elementary Digging sweet potatoes
at the former Hiroshima branch of the Bank of Japan. School days. with his teacher.
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Former Chugoku Military District Headquarters
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Following our summer peace study at Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, we had the opportunity to visit Gokoku Shrine
and hear about the military capital of Hiroshima.

| have long wondered why was the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima?

Why was the bomb dropped on Hiroshima, a beautiful city with mountains and rivers, even though there are cities
larger than Hiroshima?

| was able to understand the answer through this peace study.

Since | was a child, | often went to Gokoku Shrine for excursions and New Year's visits.

After | got married, | only remember going there for fun events such as praying for a safe delivery and crying
baby contest.

| have just learned that Gokoku Shrine was the site of "the Imperial Headquarters" that commanded the military during
the Sino-Japanese War.

The most shocking thing for me was seeing the former Chugoku Military District Headquarters (Air Defense
Operations Room).

We can still look into the basement, but from above, it doesn't appear to have a basement at all, as it is covered with
trees to prevent attack.

| was surprised to learn that they had issued and lifted air defense alerts for the Chugoku region here.

In the air defense operation room, in addition to soldiers, Hijiyama Girls' School students were mobilized, and | heard
that the first report of the atomic bomb was sent from here, saying, "Hiroshima is totally destroyed."

It is hard to describe how the girls felt when they saw Hiroshima after the bombing from this location.

| wanted to study peace because | just didn't want to lose my children.

Children are my treasure and my life. It is the same for those who lived 79 years ago.

They must have had fathers, mothers, children, families, and precious persons.

| hope from the bottom of my heart that the mistakes of those days will never be repeated and that children will be
able to walk freely on their own feet and build a future.

To do so, it is important to learn and communicate what happened here in Hiroshima in the past.

We had the opportunity to meet Ms. Hiroe Sato, the chief director of HPS international volunteer, and Ms. Kayoko
Ohnaka told us that students at Hiroshima Commercial High School are working hard in cold and hot weather to learn
about peace, which they pass on to children.

| want to pass on the baton of peace to the future.

With this wish, as the president of the children's association in the Furuichi school district, | hope that the baton of
peace will be passed on to children.

Haruka Takeda, President of the Furuichi School District Children's Association
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Peace studies in progress.
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A look into the air defense room.
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Everyone wishes for peace.
However, few people take
concrete action. We are
committed to taking action!
Seido Mikawadai Elementary

School. (Nagasaki)
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Peaceful daily life has been created and protected by many of our predecessors in the past.
However, the sad facts of the past, such as wars and atomic bombings, continue to afflict many
people.And now conflicts in which young children are victims are taking place in many countries
and regions, such as Ukraine and Gaza.

Is Japan without war a peaceful country?There is a huge disparity among Japanese children who
appear to be growing up in a peaceful world.Many of these children are living in the midst of huge
disparities in their lives and education, and many of them do not feel peace.

NPO MIRAI Kids # MIRAI Kids Project is working on a project to improve the health (physical and
intellectual development) of all children, without any disparities between families or regions, as

a way to realise child rearing that is possible only in times of peace.

¥ % [Programming class]

R HAIE [Physical fithess measuremenﬂ

FBECoPcEH=EZAZ5D Thinking about Peace in Parenting
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FEUASIAINBUFEBEZKOTLEO. BRZAEDH TOLELT,

Furthermore, we have launched the "Child Rearing Support
Project" as a support activity for parents who are raising children.
These days, nuclear families are becoming more common, and social
contacts with neighbours are fading.

So parents are unable to talk to anyone about their problems.

They feel frustrated and get angry with their children, and blame
themselves.

There are many parenting support groups in Hiroshima.

Education, non-attendance, finance, health, etc.
People working in various fields come together and cooperate

to provide solid support for parents.
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FB Ot t=7F— [Child rearing support seminars])

The environment surrounding children has changed drastically, and | see a change in
the children.

Children who come to school crying because they cannot leave their mothers, children
who spend their time feeling anxious, children who have honest and kind feelings but
cannot express them honestly and are scolded, etc. Children who cannot affirm
themselves, especially in the lower grades, are increasing.

| have come to believe that the reason for this may be the parents difficulties faced in
living with their children.

Parents are becoming increasingly concerned about their children's behavior. Their
feelings are transmitted to the child, and the child becomes even more anxious. It
seemed that they were unable to escape from this spiral of anxious thoughts.
Therefore, NPO MIRAI Kids # MIRAI Kids Project started activities such as holding
“child rearing support seminars" to help parents raise their children with a smile,
conveying "tips" for raising children with a smile, collaborating with child-rearing
support groups on SNS, and allowing parents to consult with experts in various fields.
We have started this project.

We work in the hope that we can bring smiles to parents' faces and cheer up their children.
By having a place in their daily lives where they can feel safe and secure, children can
accept their whole selves as they are and become independent. Growth cannot be
achieved alone. Through their relation with others, their minds are enriched and they
are able to imagine the thoughts and feelings of others.

| believe that gaining these experiences are the first step toward thinking about peace.

NPO MIRAI Kids works to raise children who can feel peace and live with peace

in their minds.

FEUSETOYIIL Cchild Rearing Support Project
sxRE B MF  Executive Director Noriko Matsuda
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In August 4 to 7, 2023, "HATSUKAICHI Peace Tour in Hiroshima" was held for international
students living in Japan. Thirteen international students participated in the tour. The students
are from all over the world; Turkey, Spain, Australia, Malaysia, Mexico, Thailand, Mauritania,
Mali, the United States, Italy, Taiwan, Bangladesh. They learned about the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima. They also enjoyed a peace discussion with Japanese university students in Hiroshima
and cultural exchange activities such as KENDAMA and ORIGAMI. We believe that the students
were able to understand Japan even better by experiencing Japanese life through homestays and

by interacting with Japanese families.
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Monuments tour in the park
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Peace Discussion

MITEEEDRRE

Communication w/local students
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KOKO KONDO, one of the most prominent A-bomb survivors who
now lives in Hyogo Prefecture, is the eldest daughter of KIYOSHI
TANIMOTO, pastor of Nagarekawa Church in Hiroshima. She was
exposed to the atomic bomb at the age of eight months, only 1.1 km
from the hypocenter. As the daughter of a pastor, she had many
opportunities to come into contact with A-bombed maidens, students
with burns, and war orphans from an early age. She is also famous
for her appearance on the American television program "This is Your
Life. Today, she continues to speak to people in Japan and abroad
about the importance of peace. She is the author of "Hiroshima: 60

Years of Memories" (Tokuma Bunko).
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The name ‘Schmoe House’ comes from Floyd Schmoe, an American

JAE-/N\DIREERTDEZ
who launched a project to build houses for the people who lost their homes in the atomic bombing. The

Schmoe House was originally built as a community center in 1951, but from 2012, its role is a gallery

to tell the stories of people who supported Hiroshima from overseas after the atomic bombing.

YAE—KIE 1949 FIC 3 ADMPREAE—HRBICILBICET.BBEADRSY T« PEBRALBEDSFEETHS
THELEZ. X ITDZEL TEPAREZBZ CRELZBLVOIR[FENBENELE.

He and three friends arrived in Hiroshima in 1949. Construction carried on with Japanese
volunteers and they completed the first house in Minami-machi. Through the house-building process,

a sense of caring for each other transcending national and racial boundaries was fostered.
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During the war, it was used as a
4 shooting range, where students
of the Sotoku Gakuen and even
students of the High School for
Girls trained to shoot with live

ammunition.
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We regularly invite foreign guest speakers to brush up on our
English skills and learn about world cultures. Last year, we
invited Mr. Amir Feroze from Pakistan and Malachi Nelson

from the USA.




FVEIZ2023F12827THN 520244
1B7HEFTO1I28B. 712U T7OHILT
—7E.O0—Y. I4L>VYI. /0D
EH%& AR, MM ATH ICHIE K%
B, BEINERCE LT, FMoBWE
HELEF Lo WIZOMTHMEEVES
SEEDORFHMSIE. MEBRORIEZEOE
T%S\?’LTUi Lo PEVDORITRSRE

RO B LT, [REFHEIERED S
@?19@%@1‘&& HEEITLEL

We’ve been to Sardegna, Rome,
Firenze, Milano, in Italy for 12 days from
27, Dec 2023 to 7, Jan 2024.

We sheared testimonials of the atomic
bomb, had discussion sessions, and
strengthen wishes for world peace.
There’s plenty of voices everywhere that
stop immediately to wars taking away

lives and wish to abolish nuclear weapons.

Also, we presented a thousand paper
cranes and posters given by Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Park.
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Interaction beyond languages
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Talk from Yukiko Goto
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We appreciated paintings
at Uffizi Gallery

' Iricordi dei sopravvissuti ¢
in visita dal Giappone E
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Cypress in Firenze
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From an exhibition of Senzatomica Tatsuharu Gundzi

(R1YUhB) Haruko Gundzi
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@ Learn from Hiroshima and think about peace. A message from us that we would like to convey now.

2024. The flames of wars continue to rage around the world. We cannot say that our world is peaceful, where the vulnerable are increasingly
starving and suffering. Seventy-nine years ago, the country advocated militarism, and people were not allowed to speak out against war or talk
about peace. If we give up and let go of our wishes for peace in our own words, peace will no longer belong to us. We are the ones who create

peace?
1

Hiromi Sato

peace. Why don't you talk to us about peace too?

I was born in Hiroshima and grew up learning about the importance
of peace as if it were a matter of course at school. One of my seniors
at school is Setsuko Thurlow, who was 13 years old when she was
exposed to the atomic bomb. I can never forget the shock I felt when I
listened to her lecture. When she was crushed in rubble, she heard a
voice telling her to “crawl toward the light beyond the darkness”. I
felt that this voice also should apply to those who live today. The
power to never give up and to act for a peaceful society. Now [I’'m
working in a theater company. I would like to continue delivering to
many people theater that is rooted in peace and human love.
@ Hiromi Saku (Tokyo/Producer, Dora theater company)

I spent that night in anxiety and despair at a small shrine.
March 11, 2011, the Great East Japan Earthquake. Countless
shining stars streamed across the night sky one after another.
All T could do was put my hands together for prayer in the dark
and cry. Though there are people that couldn't live even if they
wanted to,conflicts are happening all over the world. It really
hurts how many weak people are sacrificed for the sake of
other people's greed. At the time of the earthquake we were
saved. I want to live a normal life until the end, smiling at each
other.

@ Hideko Miura (Minamisanriku Town, Miyagi Prefecture)

I will never forget the real voice of Seiko Ikeda, who miraculously
survived the atomic bombing at the age of 12 (Hiroshima
Prefecture Atomic Bomb Survivors Association). She said, "Why
must humanity kill each other? If humanity cannot eradicate
nuclear weapons, humanity will be eradicated by nuclear weapons.
I want to continue advocating for lasting peace to people around the
world." It's been 79 years since the atomic bombing. As survivors
age, it's up to us who directly heard their voices to inherit their will
and continue raising our voices for anti-war peace. Ryuichi
Sakamoto has been advocating for peace through music. While I
don't have such a talent, I want to continue advocating through the
power of heartfelt words."

@ Masahiko Okubo (Nerima Ward, Tokyo/Toshima Health
Examination Center, Vice-Representative of Disaster Prevention
volunteer “Akari no kai”, Disaster Prevention Specialist)

Forgetful and clumsy. With those traits, we are easily swept away
by waves of lies, exaggerations, and confusing words. In a country
where military withdrawal was called a change in direction,
weapons are renamed as defense equipment, and exports of them
are referred to as transfers, we find ourselves. Just wishing for
peace won't bring it about, right? I don't want to be killed, and I
don't want to kill. If we don't wish for it, it won't begin. So, let's
keep saying 'peace.” Let's keep saying it, all together.*

@ Daisuke Shishido (Morioka City, Iwate Prefecture/Videographer)
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@ Hiromi Sato,: Representative of IKEBUKURO incurable disease cafe / Adviser of Disaster prevention volunteer “Akari no kai” /
Director of NPO “Sakai wo koete” /Tokyo Sunshine Lions Club / An incurable disease, ALS patient, / Studying about peace and
Hiroshima from HPS international volunteer president Hiroe.Sato. /Toshima Ward, Tokyo
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SATO Hiromi

The Great East Japan Earthquake had us keenly aware that the
preciousness of life and everyday life are not taken for granted.It was
a natural disaster, where no one is to blame.

Everyone should have the same right to be happy once they are born.
War is a human disaster. I don't think we can be happy with innocent
people involved in it. Unless we change the conflict and competition
into coopration and helping each other, the same thing will keep
repeating. I hope for peaceful days without war, where people can live
calmly around the world.

@ Tamiko Abe, Minamisanriku Town, Miyagi Prefecture
/Representative of Tamiko no Umi Pack

Human conflicts also afflict animals. Dogs and cats were sent to war
zones to be used as weapons, food, and fur. Zoos were ordered to
destroy the ravenous animals. Keepers were forced to beat and
strangle their animals or put them in starvation situations. In the
shadow of the war, there were many animals that disappeared almost
without being mentioned. Even today, when the sanctity of life is
being called for, the killing of dogs and cats continues. Killing is not
the solution.

The realization of peace is a heart that values life - both human and
animal ¥ .

@ Yukako Nozawa, Setagaya Ward, Tokyo

The state is justifying the war, so it is starting as a matter of
self-defense, and is trying to get workers and the general
public to join the war. We, the workers and the general
public, must firmly reject war and be completely opposed
to it! Let‘s unite in opposition to war! If we do that, we can
abolish war and change this world full of irrationality. This
year too, we will continue to shout and take action, not
only on August 6th, but 365 days a year, saying that we
will never tolerate war, discrimination, and nuclear
weapons. We will not let children and young people be sent
to any battlefields any more!

@ Kenji Kurasawa, education worker in Hiroshima
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In order to survive the arbitrary and inconvenient realities given to
us, I believe people gradually develop attachments to various
things in this world, leaning on them for support. It can be objects,
buildings, spaces, scenery, or important individuals.

If war is defined as trampling and sweeping away that
individuality, and systematically destroying the attachments
someone has desperately held onto without any reason, then I
strongly oppose it. I sincerely believe that such things should not
happen at the hands of humans.

@ Law graduate student “I”, Kawasaki City, Kanagawa
Prefecture/Aspiring lawyer

I have a friend who is battling an incurable disease. She is a very
important friend. I sincerely hope that a treatment drug will be
developed soon and the battle will end.

I hope that our loved ones and the people of the world can live
happily ever after. To that end, I would like to start by taking care
of the people closest to me and my loved ones.

@ Takeshi Ono, Toshima Ward, Tokyo/Manager/System
Engineer/Tokyo Sunshine Lions Club

Photo

% Cherry blossoms at Peace Park

Itabashi Ward, Tokyo, Photography: Hiromi Saku

% % “Heiwa no Hi” (“Light of Peace”)

Itabashi Ward Peace Park/Itabashi Ward, Tokyo

The fire lit in this monument (in the back of the photo) is
a combination of the “Heiwa no Tomoshibi”’("Lamp of
Peace™) in Hiroshima City Peace Memorial Park and
the”Chikai no Hi” ("Flame of Oath®) in Nagasaki City
Peace Park. Peace Park was completed in December 1986
on the site of the former dormitory of Tokyo University of
Education. Army anti-aircraft gun positions were
established during World War II.
https://www.city.itabashi.tokyo.jp/bousai/kouen/kouen/10
06619.html
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My wartime experience
~Through my Siberian internment-~
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Yoshika Town, Shimane Prefecture Sadao Nomura (104 years old )

M BAREICS N0 (225%)
Joined the Manchurian Colonization Group (22 years old)
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Map of Siberian POW camp
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A person who experienced felling a large tree
drew this photo.
Collection of ShizuokaPeace Resource Center.

LD LYEY RS
Komsomolsk city at the time.




| went to Manchuria (today's northeastern part of China) in 1942 as a member of the
Manchuria Pioneer Group's agricultural immigrant group. | was drafted into the army
on May 20, 1945, just before the end of the war. On August 9th, the Soviet Union
broke the Japan-Soviet Nonaggression Pact and sent a large army into Manchuria. The
tanks were in the lead, followed by thousands of infantries. On August 15th, we were
ordered to come down the mountain in the evening to fight the Soviet army. We
arrived at a Japanese military relay station about 2 kilometers down the mountain. The
group leader said, “You guys should rest there. | will go into the relay station.” After
about an hour, he came out and said, “Everyone, please calm down and listen. Today,
Japan has surrendered unconditionally to the belligerents. From today onwards, you
can move freely." We were very surprised and at a loss. We all decided to get off the
mountain, cross the river, and go to the other side of the mountain. However, since
there were Soviet troops during the day, we crossed the river and reached the
mountain on the other side at night. There were many Japanese soldiers on that
mountain. | consulted with them and discussed whether it would be better to
surrender to the Soviet army, and they all agreed. Next morning, we raised a white flag
and went into town. We were first subjected to a physical examination and then
marched along with the Soviet troops. After several days of walking, | arrived at the
station and was sent to Siberia. The train passed through Khabarovsk, reached the
next station, Komsomolsk, and was disembarked. It was the second or third largest city
in Siberia.

The next morning, we started working on the road right away. | did a lot of work.
Burying the water pipes was a difficult task as the temperature was -35 to -40 degrees
and the ground was more than two meters frozen. The most difficult thing was not
having enough food. It was a can of little wheat porridge. Nothing else came out. Many
people died from malnutrition. The Soviet Union announced that 50,000 to 60,000
people died. | don't think so many people would have died if there had been more food.
The most difficult part of the job was cutting down the trees. Two people cut down a
tree as large as b0 centimeters in diameter with a saw. Every day was like hell. My face
and nose were so sore it felt like needles were sticking me there. | finally became
malnourished and went to the doctor's office. | saw something very disgusting in this
camp. They are loading frozen bodies, naked, onto trucks. Not just one body, but many.
| thought ‘I don't want to die in a place like this.” After the military doctor’s

examination, | was ordered to go to the farm to work.

About two weeks later, my name was called. The time for me to be able to return to
Japan had come. Approximately 2,000 people left the Komsomolsk station for
Nakhodka. | arrived at Nakhodka, but | didn't feel safe until | got on the boat, but |
finally got on board. | was filled with joy at the thought of finally being released from
three years of captivity and returning to Japan. We got on a ship from Nakhodka, and
the sea was very calm. We arrived at Maizuru Port on July 29, 1948. That day, we
stayed on the ship and there was a performance, and there were 2000 people there,
and there were a lot of comedians, so it was a fun night. When we landed the next
morning on the 30th, we were greeted by many nurses who welcomed us and said
thank you for your hard work. | immediately underwent a physical examination and
returned to my hometown, Yamaguchi Prefecture. | was twenty-eight years old.

We must never start another war. There is nothing crueler than war. Even after
defeat, Japan has developed economy after the war. Even in countries without
resources, there is a way to live. We live in an era where the idea that it is good to be
good to oneself or one's own country is no longer valid. To that end, | want each and
every one of us to be able to say unequivocally that we are against war. Our country
had a period of militarism in the past, and even if we opposed war, we could not say
so. Now we have democratic freedom of speech. | want each person to have a strong
will to say that what is right is right. | hope for a peaceful era in which people around
the world can get along.
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Scenes from the lecture.
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Recent photo
(celebrating 104 years old)
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Memorial tree-planting by G7 leaders.
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19 May 2023
Topics G7 Hiroshima Summit Peace Memorial Tree
Planting.
The G7 Summit was held in Hiroshima for three days from
19-21 May 2023.0n the first day of the summit, the
leaders of the G7 countries planted trees on the site with
the wish for world peace.The trees planted were o .
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Someiyoshino(Yoshino cherry trees), which were grown Afﬁi‘ﬂfiu‘ - mﬂ//f b
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by grafting branches of A-bombed cherry blossoms. Flowers bloomed this year. Memorial tree planting Yoshino cherry. B
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18 July 2023

At Tosa Junior High School in Kochi Prefecture, Chairman Sato shared her A-bomb
experience with students from Tosa Junior High School and Kochi University.

She was also interviewed by local television.
[

2 August 2023
High school guide training was held at Peace
Memorial Park. Everyone is always seriously engaged.
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Presented on TV.
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9 October 2023

British writer Gina Langton and photographer Patrick Boyd, who will hold
exhibitions around the world, presented photographs to the A-bomb survivors who
modelled them.Gina Langton is planning a project entitled 80,000 Voices'" for the
80th anniversary of the bombing in 2025. The project was also presented on TV.
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Gina Langton and
Chairman Sato.
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15 October 2023

We visited Hiroshima Castle with peace activist
Hiromi Sato from Tokyo.

14 October 2023

The 37th Hiroshima Citizens' Peace Gathering was held.

[t was a peace ceremony held by students.

It also commemorated the publication of "Sprit of Hiroshima 6", and we remembered the
late editor-in-chief Taiki Sato.

JA BT | N
Hiroshima Imperial Headquarters Ruins Hiroshima Castle

EEDISE A /? mt ASVDSERAS
Passing on the Spirit of leosmma‘lﬁflne Younge

i H: = /vd)vu‘JJ’i?.Et
_ Passing (e haton of testimonies - From Hiroshim; .
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1 January 2024
Around 1,000 people donated flowers in the "One flower per person, one thousand flowers" event.
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3 Feb 2024

""High School Student Guides talk about the military capital
of Hiroshima."
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Four parties with —MEMENF U, Presented on TV.

two guides each.
Students from Hiroshima Commercial High School guided practice
sessions with elementary school students in the Furuichi School
District.

The event was featured on television.

The Imperial Headquarters was set up in Hiroshima Castle to conduct
war operations during the Sino-Japanese War that broke out in 1894.
The port of Ujina was built as a base for troops to be deployed to the
continent, and in addition to the clothing depot, which handled military
uniforms, there was also an ordnance supply depot, which handled
weapons, and a military horse fodder and food depot, collectively
known as the Army's three arsenals.
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21 February 2024
Chairman Sato shares her A-bomb experience with Olivia Dreier, Senior Advisor
at the Toda Memorial International Peace Research Institute in the USA.
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G7 Hiroshima Summit Commemorative Tree for Peace

al survived the

.
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A-bombed cemetery
site of Jisenji Temple.
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10 Mar 2024
Peace Memorial Park Clean Campaign was held.
We clean the park every second Sunday of the month at 10.00 am.
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Chairman Sato shares her A-bomb experience with painter Robin White }@ﬁ{ﬁﬁp& \ ;@}é&#@@
from New Zealand. Atomic Bomb Memorial Mound The Children's Peace Monument
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